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Trust 


By Maida Blanchard 
Taking Rest Under Severe Trial 


For we which have believed do ~ 
enter into rest.— Heb. 4:3. 
T aking from Christ the needed rest; 
Trusting that what He gives is best; 
Tested in faith, but peaceful still ; 
Tried in the fire, but in His will. 
R esting in Him each day and hour; 
Reaching thro’ Him new heights of 
power; 
Rising above earth’s petty cares ; 
Reigning in life — the cross He bears, 
“Uj nder the sun,” but risen in Christ; 

Upward our gaze; He hath sufficed ; 
Utmost our joy, tho’ trials come 
Until we reach our heav’nly Home. 
S heltered within His loving arms ; 
Safely protected from all harms ; 
Singing along our onward way ; 
Smiling e’en when the clouds hang gray. 
T racing His love in every pain; 
Touched that He means it for our gain ; 
Trusting in Him whate’er the test ; 
Taking from Him the needed rest. 


we 
Calvin Coolidge’s Belief 


Christian rulers are a notable blessing 
to any land. It is not always possible to 
know just what the heart belief of a Presi- 
dent or a King may be, and when evidence 
of true Christian faith appears in the life 
of a ruler it should be welcomed indeed. 
The Literary Digest discusses “Calvin 
Coolidge’s Religion,” quoting from an arti- 
cle recently published in Zion’s Herald 
which gave an interview that a young man 
studying at Boston University Theological 
School had with Mr. Coolidge last August. 
Mr. Coolidge deprecated the fact that “most 
of the clergy today are preaching Social- 


ism,” and then made this significant state- 
ment: “I think that the Church must 
preach a new birth, a change of heart, and 
a change of living. I feel that too often 
this is not done.” Questioned about the 
value of prayer, Mr. Coolidge disclaimed 
any knowledge, but when he was asked 
whether it was true that, upon receiving 
the message of President Harding’s death, 
he had knelt in prayer, he replied, “Yes, 
sir.” “Do you pray in every crisis?” the 
interviewer continued. There was no an- 
swer in words, but “an emphatic affirma- 
tive nod.” Christian people will rejoice to 
know of this conversation with the former 
President who was so profoundly respected 
and greatly beloved. 


2 
Flesh and Faith 


Man can do marvelous things. It 
sometimes seems as though there were no 
limit to what he can do—but there is. 
Some one has said that most inventions 
are extensions of the flesh. The telescope 
is vision extended. The microscope is a 
keener eye. The telephone is voice and ear 
multiplied. A gun is an arm miles long. 
Dynamite is a gigantic fist. The type- 
writer is a set of hurrying fingers multi- 
plied. An automobile is a man plus swift 
and untiring legs. An airplane is but a 
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man with wings added. The radio is voice 
and audience amazingly increased. How- 
ever, faith is not an extension of the flesh. 
Faith is not sight multiplied even by infin- 
itude. Faith is a divinely imparted faculty 
of the soul. “And the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 


of God.” 
ya | 
Have You Lost Hope ? 


Perhaps the trial is so fiery, now, that 
you have lost hope. Perhaps it is too late 
for any possible deliverance. Then you are 
in the sort of situation that God loves to 
deal with, A Christian man who, for a 
long time past, has been “pressed out of 
measure, above strength, insomuch that we 
[he] despaired even of life” (2 Cor. 1:8), 
writes in a personal letter to a friend: “I 
am beginning to learn a thing or two about 
‘fiery trials’ They are a lot more fiery 
than we think necessary, and the Lord has 
a way of stepping in, not while there is a 
good margin of safety, but only when ‘hope 
is lost,’ humanly speaking. Hudson Tay- 
lor proved this again and again, as you 
know.” And so did Paul. And so may 
you. When every human avenue of escape 
is closed, our Lord can say to us: “Be- 
hold, I have set before thee an open door, 
and no man can shut it” (Rev. 3:8). 
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Jonathan Goforth on the Laymen’s Report 


A personal letter to the Editor from the 
veteran and greatly beloved missionary in 
China, Dr. Jonathan Goforth, was written 
two days before Christmas, 1932, and is a 
missionary document of such importance 
that it is published here in place of the 
Times usual editorial, The “account of 
our Lord’s working” sent by Dr. Goforth 
with this letter appears on the third and 
fourth pages of this issue. Its narrative 
of modern miracles in a@ heathen land, 
wrought by the Holy Spirit through those 
who are holding in true faith and obedience 
to the Great Commission which the Ap- 
praisal Commission repudiates, is a refresh- 
ing exhibit of heavenly light in contrast 
with the tragic darkness into which, if it 
were possible, the Appraisal Commission 
would plunge the entire Christian mission- 
ary enterprise.—T HE Enrtor. 


AM enclosing you an account of our 
Lord’s working. It is up to date, for 
it was within this month (December, 
1932). It proves at the most vital point 
that The Laymen’s Foreign Missions In- 
quiry is sending abroad a misleading report 
over the world. The Gospel of the sggace 
of God, which gained these divine resudts 


this month, is the same that I have been 
preaching in China for forty-five years, I 
glance back over the years to find that 
fourteen of the men who became evangel- 
ists and pastors in Honan were opium sots. 
With the utmost emphasis we assured them 
that “neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved.” Through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as God the Son they were 
lifted out of “the horrible pit.” 

Two of our doctors once became enthusi- 
astic about saving cpium slaves. They 
arranged a special yard and buildings for 
their treatment. Seventy odd patients passed 
through their hands. In a few months 
every last one of them, like a dog to its 
vomit, was back at his opium. “Never 
again,” said the doctors, “shall we spend 
time on an opium case unless you can first 
assure us that he believes in the Lord 
Jesus Christ for salvation.” Never have 
I seen or heard of any Chinese sinner 
transformed into the likeness of a saint 


/ apart from faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 


and I have proclaimed the Gospel in eight- 
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een of China’s provinces and territories. 
John 3:3 has not been repudiated by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. My contact and ob- 
servation with multitudes of Chinese is 
that they are not being born again from 
above apart from the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

The Appraisal Commission admits that 
the missionary motive which prevailed in 
the past came from the conviction that the 
souls of the heathen could only be saved 
from eternal death through the Gospel of 
Christ. However, they affirm that during 
the last century the theological outlook has 
changed. Then they say: 

“If the conception of hell changes, if 
attention is drawn away from God’s puni- 
tive justice in the everlasting torment of 
the unsaved, if there is a shift of cOncern 
from other-worldly issues to the problems 
of sin and suffering in the present life, these 
changes will immediately alter that view 
of the perils of the soul which gave to the 
original motive of Protestant missions much 
of its poignant urgency.” 

Note how completely anything said by 
the Lord Jesus Christ is ignored. The 
shifting weathercock of theological opinion 
is to be. the future basis for foreign mis- 
sion motive! They further say: “There 
is little disposition to believe that sincere 
and aspiring seekers after God in other 
religions are to be.-damned,” etc. 

Nothing could be clearer than that the 
Appraisal Commission is the enemy of the 
cross of Christ. The sacrifice on the cross 
of God the Son was a colossal blunder, see- 
ing. that God has other ways of saving 
men! Sincere and aspiring seekers after 
God in other religions are not to be con- 
demned, according to this wise and prudent 
Commission, 

For forty-five years I have had large 
opportunity to come into contact with these 
“sincere and aspiring seekers after God,” 
but I have not found one. We never knew 
of one who came nearer the ideal than 
Wang Mei, who became later, for fourteen 
years, one of our evangelists in Honan. 
This seeker went on a pilgrimage to every 
religious shrine of note in the land. He 
even forsook his wife and children and 
went to live in a hermit’s cell in the moun- 
tains. Near the close of his splendid career, 
later, as an evangelist, I heard him say 
before an assembly of Christians that if 
God had called him away to judgment dur- 
ing the years when he was seeking, he 
would be in hell at that moment. He as- 
sured us that selfishness then was the basis 
of all his motives, 

Are we to accept the theorizings and 
supposings of that Commission instead of 
the plain facts of Scriptures? Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday and today and for 
ever. His last act on earth was to issue 
his Great Commission. That Commission 
was in fullest accord with all Scripture. 
It lends not the slightest hope of salvation 
to any soul among the nations apart from 
the Lord Jesus Christ. That urgency of 
mission motive at the beginning must hold 
the same paramount place today. And it 
does, with all loyal servants of Jesus Christ. 

If the Appraisal Commission would, with 
sincere desire, know the true condition of 
mission work in China, let them consult 
with Dr. W. M. Hayes of Teng Hsien 
College, Shantung, or Miss Ruth Paxson, 


or Mr. Hoste ‘of the China: Inland Mission, - 
or any other outstanding missionaries who ~ 
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stand by the Word of God. But it would 
be vain to expect that from the composi- 
tion of the Commission. Its whole per- 
sonnel was Modernist or Unitarian from 
its incepticn. Its findings only too clearly 
reveal that it does not even remotely be- 
lieve in the Gospel of God’s grace. The 
only logical conclusion to be drawn is that 
they put the Lord Jesus Christ on a plane 
with the great religious leaders of the 
world. 

A storm of protest will arise from the 
great churches which the Commission 
claims to represent. Even in the boom 
years of a few years ago they had dwin- 
dling revenucs fer missions. The people at 
home knew that all was not right on the 
foreign field. The deadly error which this 
Commission advocates as an improvement 
over the Lord Jesus Christ had already 
been injected into the hearts and minds of 
many Chinese. I believe with the utmost 
conviction, based on a wide knowledge, that 
the cause of Christ would be much farther 
advanced today had no Modernist ever 
reached these shores. If the Commission 
could have its way, that Gospel which has 
been the means of turning so many from 
the power of Satan unto God would be set 
aside and replaced by soft compromises and 
puny social service displays. Compromise 
brought disaster on Christianity under the 
Nestorians, for they hobnobbed with the 
religious sects of the land, and this prudent 
Commission presses for a repetition of that 
folly. Strange, too, that the Commission 
forgets that the finest sample of social 
service the world ever witnessed is re- 
corded in the Acts, and stranger still that it 
would overlook the fact that the source of 
that dynamic was the Christ of. Calvary. 
We are thankful that the Commission have 
made the issue so clear. The Commission, 
with its backers, have aligned themselves 
with the enemies of the cross of Christ. 








Notes on Open Letters 


-- 


How Was Christ “the Firstfruits ’? 


Reading your December 17 issue 
Notes on Open Letters about the 
raising of the body of Moses, I would 
like to ask a question. How could 
Christ be the firstfruits from the dead 
(1 Cor. 15:20) if Moses was raised 
before His crucifixion?—A Florida 
reader. 


The Scripture tells us that when our 
Lord during his earthly lifetime was trans- 
figured before his disciples in the mount, 
“there appeared unto them Moses and 
Elias [Elijah] talking with him” (Matt. 
17:3). It is evident that these two Old 
Testament saints were there in bodily pres- 
ence: Elijah in the body in which he had 
been translated from earth to heaven, never 
having passed through the experience of 
death (2 Kings 2:11); and Moses’ body 
being brought back from the dead for this 
experience, in spite of Satan’s attempt to 
prevent tnis as intimated in Jude 9. 

The Florida reader asks whether this 
does not conflict with the plain statement 
in the great resurrection chapter of the 




















-New Testament: “As in Adam all die, 
,»even.so, in Christ shall-all be made alive. 


But every man in his own: order: Christ 
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the firstfruits; afterward they that are . 


Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor. 15: 22, 23). 
This passage also declares, “But now is 
Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
firstfruits of them that slept.” But we 
must not overlook the fact that the same 
question asked concerning Moses’ bodily 
resurrection from the dead must be asked 
also concerning the bodily resurrection of 
the son of the Shunammite woman by 
Elisha’s ministry (2 Kings 4: 32-36); the 
man who was raised when his dead body 
touched the bones of Elisha (2 Kings 13: 
21); our Lord’s raising of Jairus’ daugh- 
ter (Matt. 9:18-25); his raising of the 
son of the widow of Nain (Luke 7: 11- 
15); and his raising of Lazarus (John 11: 
14-44). : 

We know that Scripture never contra- 
dicts Scripture, and therefore that the Lord 
Jesus Christ in his bodily resurrection 
after his death on the cross was “the first- 
fruits,” as declared in the inspired Word. 

There are two obvious facts to keep in 
mind. One is the difference between a 
mere rising from the dead, and the trans- 
forming of the physical body into the spir- 
itual or resurrection body. When Lazarus 
was raised from the dead there is no inti- 


‘mation that he was given the final resur- 


rection body that all believers are to have, 
“afterward,” at the second coming of 
Christ. So of all the other instances men- 
tioned in Old Testament and New, when 
physical life and the human spirit were 
restored to the dead body: this was not 
the resurrection that the crucified body of 
Christ had on the third day when he was 
“the firstfruits.” That wonderful experi- 
ence is yet to come for Lazarus and any 
other believers whose bodies were raised 
before the resurrection of Christ, and it is 
yet ahead for all believers, living or dead, 
who are “waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body” (Rom. 8: 
23). 

We are told nothing about the raising 
of Moses’ body except in the two passages 
mentioned, in Jude and in the Gospel ac- 
counts of the transfiguration. Human con- 
jecture or opinion, therefore has no value 
here. : 

But another obvious fact is this: even if 
there should be any reason to believe, from 
any Scripture, that some human being was 
given the final resurrection body at some 
time earlier than our Lord’s resurrection 
from the dead, the inspired statement that 
Christ was and is “the firstfruits” is still, 
of course, infallibly true. For we must re- 
member that every blessing that ever came 
to any and all Old and New Testament 
believers, from Adam and Eve down to 
John the Baptist, and later, came only be- 
cause of that which was planned and or- 
dained of God from all eternity: the death 
and resurrection of his Son as the sinner’s 
Substitute and Saviour. “The wages of 
sin is death,” and there never could be, 
either in the past or in the future, the rais- 
ing of any human body from the dead, thus 
breaking the power of sin and Satan, ex- 
cept by the death and resurrection of the 
Son of God and Son of man, Christ the 
firstfruits. “Firstfruits” here has far more 
than mere chronological or time-signifi- 
cance. It is the great Cause and Means 
and Method by which alone God can and 
will raise from the dead, in the likeness 
of his risen Son, the bodies of all who have 
believed in Him: 
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The Old Gospel Brings a New Day 


Where men still believe in Heaven and hell 
and.the blood Gospel of Christ 


in Manchuria... 


By Jonathan Goforth, D.D. 





























one of the Szepingkai outstations, 

thirty-four miles northeast on the 
railway. The city has a population of 
40,000 in a fertile and populous district. 
Evangelistie effort was begun there about 
“a year ago. 

At the outset the movement was the 
most promising I had ever seen. It did 
not get a fair chance, however, for the two 
Christian leaders sent there quarreled, the 
inquirers took sides, and the Holy Spirit 
was quenched. We recalled the two who 
had fallen out of victory. Mr. Wang, one 
of the men replacing these, is our first 
Bible school graduate from New Chwang 
and the most zealous evangelist we have. 

My chief aim was to quicken the spir- 
itual life of those who believed, and to that 
end I gave twenty-three addresses. From 
the first there was evidence of the 
Holy Spirit’s convicting power. Of the 
backsliders reclaimed, four may be men- 
tioned. 

A young man wht had lost his wife last 
summer in the cholera epidemic confessed, 
terribly broken, to lying, cheating, and 
adultery. 


Stumblingblocks Broken Up 


The ablest doctor in the city, a church 
member before taking up practice -here, 
confessed to crucifying the Son of . God 
afresh. He was very deeply moved as he 
confessed to being the worst stumbling- 
stone in town, and declared that many be- 
cause of his bad example had stumbled into 
hell. His return to the Lord caused many 
to rejoice. 

A man of almost seventy cried with a 
bitter cry over his backsliding. He Had 
been baptized over thirty years ago. His 
blacksliding commenced when he saw that 
the missionary who had baptized him was 
loose on the use of drink and tobacco. One 
of his stores was rented to the county opium 
monopoly. His family, naturally, remained 
unsaved. He admitted that he and family 
had blasphemed the name of God among 
the heathen. 

A young man whose name was on the 
catechumen roll had caused disappointment 
by his slow progress. He came to us, 
deeply agitated, saying that during the ad- 
dress the last night he was searched as by 
fire and didn’t come through to victory 
until near morning. He begged to be ac- 
cepted for baptism. Next day he led his 
sister to the Saviour, and the following 
day he brought a young friend to be re- 
corded. When we heard that it was only 
the day before that he had accepted the 
Lord Jesus as his Saviour, we felt it im- 
possible that he could know enough. On 
examining him we found that he answered 
every question with clearness. He had 
recently spent many dollars getting books 
on necromancy and fortune telling; these 
he brought and burnt. 

The Lord has made-an entrance into ‘the 


K ore’ CHU LING, in Manchuria, is 


There are still missionary pioneers 
in Asia, and Dr. and Mrs. are 

pre-eminent among these. Dr. Go- 
forth’s vigtasoes bay wees against 
the proposals of Com- 
mission is wtih | on the first two 
pages of this issue. That strangely 
anti-Christian group says in its official 
Report: 


“The pioneers were moved by the 
disturbing sense that many in Asia 
had not so much as heard the Gospel: 
millions of souls, believed to be in dan- 
ger of eternal death, might be given 
the opportunity of life; there was but 
one way, the way of Christ. There 
was need for haste.” 


The Commission abandons that old- 
fashioned idea, and urges modern mis- 
sionaries to abandon it. We may well 
praise God that there are thousands of 
missionaries in the field today who 
have not abandoned this true vision of 
sin, and of the wages of sin, and of 
salvation, but who are “redeeming 
the time” before the Lord returns by 
telling out the good news of the only 
Saviour. 

The events set forth here occurred 
during the month of December, 1932, 
—such miracles as have never been 
brought to pass, and never can be, by 

Modernist missionaries. 








Bank of Communications at Kung Chu 
Ling. It came about in this way. 

Well nigh a year ago I was traveling to 
Mukden. On coming from the dining car 
I found my seat occupied by two Japanese 
ladies. A Chinese gentleman, noticing, 
beckoned me to sit- beside him. By the 
time I got off the train he had decided for 
Christ. He was teller in the Bank of 
Communications at Kung Chu Ling. Since 
then he has attended the Sunday meetings 
and Bible classes regularly. When I started 
these meetings, two others of the bank staff 
came twice on Sunday and to every meet- 
ing each afternoon. One of them ‘had al- 
ready decided, and the other arose and 
said that for the last two meetings the 
Spirit of God had mightily convicted him 
and that now he yielded himself to Jesus 
Christ the Lord. He had been an opium 
smoker for ten years. It can be imagined 
what an influence this had on the audience, 
and how Mr. Hung, the bank teller, re- 
joiced, 


Answering Questions about Genesis 

Mr. H. asked if I would be willing to 
take time to talk to any friends he might 
bring. I assured him I would be only too 
glad to do so. He brought a very able 
young man who had the reputation in the 
bank of being a sort of infidel. I asked 


him what his difficulty was, and he replied. 


that he couldn’t accept the Genesis story 
of creation or the idea that Jesus was more 
than man. 

We started in with the first: verse ae 
Genesis, and within an hour he saw cléarly 


’ tians. 


that he must either accept the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour or go to hell as one 
who despised the great salvation. - He 
decided to accept just a few minutes before 
I was due to speak at the afternoon meet- 
ing. His two bank friends rejoiced greatly. 
Each afternoon he came with his diffi- 
culties, such as to how the writer of Gen- 
esis could write so minutely about things. 
he couldn’t have seen, why God accepted 
Abel’s sacrifice and not Cain’s, why God 
drove Cain out a wanderer upon the earth ; 
yet nevertheless saw that he was protected, 
how Jesus could be God the Son, and how 
the Virgin Birth could be. We led him 
from Scripture to Scripture until the Spirit 
made all so plain that he seemed completely 
satisfied. The night he made his first pub- 
lic prayer, announcing his acceptance of 
Jesus Christ, a chorus of thanksgiving went 
up all over the audience. On the last 
night he gave his testimony as follows: 


“Who could have imagined ten days ago 
that tonight I would be a follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ? I was an infidel. The 
Devil kept my mind in a whirl, and every 
imagination was evil. I ran greedily into 
sin. My cigarette bill alone would run to 
one hundred and forty or fifty dollars a 
year. Now God has cleansed me as by the 
Spirit of burning. I am at peace with God 
through Jesus Christ. It is my great de~ 
light to study John’s Gospel and tell my 
friends of this great salvation.” 

Smashing an Opium Outfit 

Just after this series of meetings started, 
a doctor of the old school of Chinese medi- 
cine became convicted. He and his wife 
spent from six to eight doilars a day on 
opium and heroin. Though comparatively 
young, he had ruined himself and home. 
He asked the evangelists to go to his home 
to hold a service and burn his household 
gods. While they were there he had them 
smash his opium outfit and pitch opium and 
all into the fire. His cry to God in the 
chapel was heart-rending. He confessed 
that he was the biggest sinner in town. 
He was astonished that God had borne so 
long with him. Ten days later the change 
in him was wonderful. To all appearances 
he. is a new man in Christ Jesus. His 
wife also has been delivered from the 
opium curse, and declares her trust in Jesus 
Christ. They are now trying to save a 
neighbor who, if anything, seems deeper 
down with the opium curse than they were. 

On another occasion there was a burst 
of thanksgiving when the wife of one of 
the city doctors in tears confessed that 
she had been an opium user and a great 
sinner, but now she yielded herself to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. From henceforth she 
said she would serve and glorify her Sav- 
iour by showing what he had done for her. 
Her husband had but a short time before 


- confessed his faith in Christ. Already we 


have six doctors in the city who are Chris- 
The one lady doctor has been tes- 
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tifying to her friend. She was deeply 
moved during these meetings. 

We are expecting that the church in 
Kung Chu Ling will be self-supporting by 
the end of next year. Mr. Hung is start- 
ing to give his tithe of eight dollars a 
month. He is appointed church treasurer. 
A young man said he was going to bring 
in‘ all the tithe of which he had cheated 
the Lord. Some months ago he heard me 
speak on the tithe and vowed he would 
obey, but he didn’t keep his vow, and since 
then his father has been unable to work 
through sickness, and a sore broke out on 
his own arm which cost him more than 
" the tithe. 

On the eighth day of the meetings the 
benches were not enough to accommodate 
all. We announced that we would be glad 
to receive donations of benches, and seven 
new ones have been given—each bench 
costs $1.90. A poor vegetable vendor contrib- 
uted one, and we think he could ill afford 
it. The love of God abounds in him. At 
daylight he must be out with his vegetables, 
so he comes to the chapel half an hour 
before to pray. The heating and lighting 
of the chapel from now on will be borne 
by the believers. 

We have spent much time during the 
last six days examining candidates for 
baptism and inquirers to be put on the 
catechumen roll. Forty-two were accepted 
for baptism, and twenty-eight others were 
recorded as catechumens. On Sunday, the 
eighteenth of December, we baptized the 
forty-two, the oldest being eighty-four and 
the youngest eleven, — a young girl, daugh- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


ter of one of the Christian doctors, who 
passed the best examination. 

The oldest, eighty-four years, is.a Mr. 
Wang. The two Wang families were well- 
to-do farmers fifty miles out in the country. 
About a year ago the bandits robbed them 
of everything and burned their houses. 
They fled to the city for safety and have 
been here ever since. Now there are over 
twenty believers in connection with the 
Wang families, and they take comfort from 
the fact that but for the bandits they would 
be in heathen darkness still. Their land is 
worked on shares by friends, and the Gos- 
pel is spreading among them, too. 

More than fifty sat down at the Lord’s 
table on Sunday to commemorate his dy- 
ing love.. A prayer league has been formed, 
also an evangelistic band to give free serv- 
ice in the people’s homes or in the chapel. 
When we asked the county magistrate if 
we might preach:to the prisoners in the jail 
he replied, “Yes, every-day in the week if 
you choose.” The chapel is on the busiest 
street in the city, and is open all day to 
any who will come in. While we were 
celebrating the communion of our Lord on 
Sunday three bandits were executed in the 
city. Poor fellows! Perhaps they never 
got a chance. The only hope is the Lord 
Jesus Christ. There are dozens of other 
centers in our field where the Lord might 
win trophies of grace, but without men. and 
money we dare not venture out to save ther, 

Shall we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 


Shall we to men benighted 
The lamp of life deny? 


SZEPINGKAI, MANCHURIA. 
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Following the sketches, in last week’s issue, of the lesson writers and two members of 

the Times editorial department, four other writers have responded to the Editor’s re- 

quest for an informal sketch of themselves for publication, and their pen porirails are 
given here, that the Times Family may continue to get better acquainted. 


The Times “ Surveyor” 


R. TRUM- 

BULL asks 
me for a self-por- 
trait after the man- 
ner of Diirer and 
of Holbein. Alas! 
I cannot make one. 
I often think of 
the passage in 
Huxley’s — Letters 
in which he speaks 
of an appeal for 
help from one sign- 
ing himself “an old struggler.” We are all 
such in varying directions and varying de- 
grees. My own life struggle has been with 
ill-health. It has lasted over forty years, 
and will doubtless follow to that end which 
is a beginning. 

This has made me, for one thing, a wan- 
derer,—a fact, however, with its advant- 
ages, for a rolling stone is not apt to be 
a mossback. It has made me a hand- 
worker, for without hand-work I could do 
no brain work. So here I am hard at 
work with the cabinet-makers in a Swed- 
ish village. At home I till my -farmlet at 
New Hampton, N. H.,—so entrancing: in 





its outlook, so stony in its soil. In winter 
snows I have my ¢arving bench to which 
I turn when head is tired,—a baroque 
mirror frame or a Jacobean chair-back 
clamped in ‘t. Then there is the book- 
binder’s sewing-frame with some music 
sheets in it to sew for later binding. 

With all the trouble of these forty years 
I have felt the Lord’s clear direction. For 
ten years I toiled as an unpaid volunteer 
in the cause of National Prohibition, — 
ranging from Petrograd to San Francisco. 
I have since often wondered how it was 
done on fifty dollars a month made by a 
little editorial work. Repeatedly did I 
cross the Atlantic in steerage,— and the 
steerages were steerages in those days. In 
New York my hotel was the Mills House 
at forty cents a night. I sat up when I 
should have taken sleepers. So I stag- 
gered along until the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment was in the Constitution, finding my- 
self finally at fifty-two years, with just 
one hundred dollars in the bank, health at 
lowest ebb, milking cows on a Colorado 
dairy farm. It was a lowering prospect, 
yet much has been done since then, too. 

In: all this experience I was conscious of 
a cettain guidance, of a certain timeliness 
that Was greatly assuring. To illustrate: 
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~ -Wherr the Maine Law hung in the bal- 
ance, an Appeal to the people of that state 
which I was able to organize among Euro- 
pean intellectuals tipped the scales and 
saved the historic law. 

When plans were afoot to introduce the 
Swedish system.of drink-selling into Mas- 
sachusetts as a substitute for straight pro- 
hibition, my little study on the Gothenburg 
System appeared just in the nick of time 
to defeat and shelve the project. 

When Russia went dry I got into that 
country (in war-time, and it was even more 
difficult to get out of it with papers), and 
wrote the only extended report of this 
great demonstration of the blessing of pro- 
hibition which has appeared in the lan- 
guages of Western Europe. 

I was able to break up a world-wide 
pseudo-scientific organization into which 
the international alcohol capital had poured 
thousands of dollars with the end in view 
of furnishing the world with false, alco- 
holized scientific facts. All one hot sum- 
mer I hunted in city after city until I found 
the man who made the catalogue to the 
correspondence of the U. S. Brewers’ As- 
sociation (held at the time in the Federal 
Building in Pittsburgh), and myself wrote 
the resolution for the Senate which led to 
the appointing of the historic Overman 
Committee. 

I. organized for ‘Professor Fisher the 
Memorial for National Prohibition with 
signatures of one thousand leading Amer- 
icans, the most important dry demonstration 
from Benjamin Rush’s time to our day 
We brought it to Washington just in time 
to throw its powerful influence into the 
scale for war prohibition and the proposed 
Eighteenth Amendment. Wayne Wheeler 
wrote that Professor Fisher had more to 
do with the passage of this legislation 


- “than any man who wears shoe leather.” 


And so it went. 


For the past ten years I have served 
on the: Times staff, writing the monthly 
Survey of Religious Life and Thought, to- 
gether with frequent editorials, book re- 
views, and signed articles, which I am able 
to keep. going no matter what part of the 
world may be the place of my temporary 
sojourn. 

I desist. I call to mind these old bat- 
tles only to bear witness to my belief that 
the effectiveness of this my testimony came 
at just the right time and in just the right 
way through the good hand of our God 
upon me. 

I believe in design, —in history and per- 
sonal experience as well as in creation.— 
Ernest Gorpon. 


ve 
Mother to a World- Wide Family 


riety in Philadelphia of Christian par- 
ents, and reared in church life with a 
praying mother and a father who conducted 
family prayer daily, it was not surprising 
that at eight years of age I received the 
new birth. Childhood was spent in an at- 
mosphere where Jesus Christ was loved 
and adored, and where the mother was the 
only one who seemed to have a realization 
that one day he would return to take up 
his abode to govern and fulfill the Bible 
promises. The strength of her influence 
was given against everything unholy or 
tending to the worldly: A separated life 
was the only kind worth while to offer 
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her Lord, and somehow each of the chil- 
dren, as they came into maturity, had so 
imbibed this influence that, without being 
conscious of it, they accepted the homage 
to the Lord she urged by life and words 
as the only way to serve him. 

A few years spent in the business world 
helped to prepare for the later service of 
giving sympathy and advice to those who 
seek it. How God goes ahead, and pre- 
pares the way for the work he calls us to 
do! From the business world a return 
to the schoolroom at his direction, and a 
graduation from the normal school, fitted 
for the future in teaching on the western 
frontier and also for the institutional work 
in Philadelphia, in the Magdalen Home 
with those who had fallen by the way, and 
in the House of Refuge with the young 
who were “incorrigible,” and also in the 
mornings a teaching ministry with one of 
the old wealthy families among the Friends, 
thus bringing experience with the extremes 
in life. 

Then came the romance: the ideal in 
Christian manhood, and the marriage which 
yielded . indescribable happiness, to - be 
broken by .death after three and a half 
short years, and left with a babe of five 
months old. All joy seemed to have left 
the world, and the loss was beyond the 
telling. Happiness had seemingly gone 
from the earth; but Heaven held its sway 
and prevented the crushing out of life, and 
life once more was undertaken with the 
Father God as the Guide. 

Teaching was resumed, singing in a 
quartet choir again became a duty and a 
necessity, and soon joy proved that God 
had not forgotten his promise to be a 
“helper to the fatherless.” The opportu- 
nities for serving God were greater than 
ever, and the old love for the service of 
the King was aroused and became the life 
worth while. He had proved himself a 
refuge in storm, and a light to the pathway. 
God never dies! God is always faithful. 

Then came increased activity for the 
Lord, more openings for helpfulness to 
other children of God and the unsaved, for 
after four years came again a hortfe life 
under the direction of the Father with cir- 
cumstances blessed beyond any former ex- 
perience. This gave much opportunity for 
work in the church and in the city among 
the young people, and it also brought into 
place a standing for the Fundamentals of 
the faith of our fathers! How this did 
try one’s soul! But even though the fires 
of persecution burned, the strength of 
Heaven was greater than any opposition, 
and the glory of our God was made mani- 
fest in the victories apparent everywhere, 
even with a conflict such as is spoken of 
in 1 Peter 4: 12-16. 

Death again broke up the home life, 
and adversity followed; but in what other 
way could be learned the great power of 
a God who watches over all and will not 
permit your “steps to be moved” according 
to Psalm 121? He taught how to apply 
all these leadings to the upbuilding of his 
followers in witnessing, and in the teach- 
ing of his Word, as could never have been 
done in any other way. The training and 
comradeship of two precious daughters 
added further to the preparation. 

Then came the calling of “Mother Ruth” 
and her work in the Times, after years 


¢ of work with girls throughout the coun- 
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try which gave an understanding mind to 
meet the perplexities of this present hour 
and has made possible the encouragement 
offered to girls and boys, men and women, 
to exercise a deeper trust in a never-failing 
God.—MortHer Ruta. 


The Archeologist 


FFICIALLY —e 

I am retired, | 
but it is only offi- 
cially. In 1931 I 
lectured in six the- 
ological seminaries, 
including the one 
that retired me, 
gave lectures in 
two . universities 
and a summer 
school, and pre- 
pared the material 
for two books. On alternate years I take 
my “vacation” at camp Tell Beit Mirsim. 
I hope I shall never retire really, until I 
retire feet foremost. r 

Camping along the pathway of revela- 
tion is really my method of Bible study, 
the Book in the land of the Book. Orien- 
tal colors look well in the Orient, so that 
we see the Bible as we ought only when 
we see it in its own setting. 

The early background of my life and 
work is a little log house with a kind of 
lean-to kitchen; I have never. abandoned 
the frugality and simplicity of that life to 
which I was born. When we all get back 
to that style and spirit of life, the “depres- 
sion” will be over. For amusement and 
recreation, I used to ride a bicycle, until 
the autoists drove me off the road. Now 





‘I walk. I have not taken a standard, do- 


nothing vacation for nearly twenty years, 
and have realized what the philosopher an- 
nounced long ago, that “change of occupa- 
tion is the proper rest for man.” 

My vocation is preaching the Gospel, 
but “if the foundations be destroyed, what 
can the righteous do?” so as archeologist 
I am seeking the “foundations.” For avo- 
cation, I lecture in theological seminaries 
and universities and summer schools, edit 
a religious quarterly, prepare books, dig 
up antiquities, and write for THe SuNpAay 
Scuoot Trmes. I like to write for that 
company of readers; they are patient —I 
have been writing for them for seventeen 
years.—MEeELvin Grove KYLE. 


, 4 
Farming—in White Fields 


The Times is hoping to publish’ 
more “Letters from a Farm Mother” 
whose Letters to her son at college, and 
Letters to other mothers, were welcomed 
so heartily by the readers. She is a prized 
member of the Times staff, for not only 
have her letters enriched these columns, 
but also unsigned editorials and book re- 
views.—The Editor. 

THOUGHT I was keen about talking 

about myself until I began to consider 
this request! Anyway, am I a “regular”? 
I should say I am most terribly irregular, 
what with threshers and corn shellers and 
the chickens and the garden and company 
coming out from the city just when. you 
have your mind all made up to be literary. 
About the only kind of regular .I.am is 
a regular Baptist, and nowadays (I rejoice 
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to say) they invite all the Lord’s people 
to the communion table, so we are. indis- 
tinguishable from free Baptists. 

“Your present Christian service” 
Hmmm!. Washing and ironing and_bak- 
ing and scrubbing for anywhere from five 
to twenty-five the year round, trying man- 
fully —no, womanfully —to keep always 
in mind that rebuke to distracted Martha 
and the “one thing needful,” teaching a 
class of high school boys on. Sunday,; and 
jotting down in a notebook something par- 
ticularly choice which life or the Word 
revéals and which may be of help to some 
fellow pilgrim if ever I can find time to 
transcribe it into workable form. 

“Your personal method of Bible .study.” 
I love every kind, but I think the sort I 
love the very best is to sit down with a 
Scofield and an American Revision and a 
Greek New Testament and work at a. sin- 
gle verse or even clause till no argument 
possible to man could make me doubt that 
the very choice of words is God-breathed. 

“Amusements.” Too numerous to men- 
tion. The latest is watching a darling. lit- 
tle humming bird busy in a scarlet climber 
on the trellis just outside the kitchen win- 
dow. There are amusements almost every 
hour of the day, when every window in 
the house has a lovely view and all out of 


‘doors is just beyond the doorstep. 


“Earlier background.” Again hmmm! 
Something like eighteen years in school, 
the last few years of it devoted mostly 
to the classics. Once I thought rather bit- 
terly it was so many years spent in misfit- 
ting myself for my life work. But God 
knew better than that. Now that there 
are a host of young people who are really 
surprisingly willing to let you pass on to 
them some of the beautiful things from 
the past. at a time when modern education 
seems to deem it necessary to deal so 
largely with ugly things and untrue things 
and utilitarian things almost exclusively, 
there is use even in the life of a busy farm 
mother for a classical education. 

Excuse me—I must go wring out a 
machine full of the family wash—THe 
Farm Moruer. 


How “Say, Fellows” Began: 
By Wade C. Smith = - 


Here is an interesting addendum to-Wade 

C. Smith’s personal sketch published last 
week in the Trmes with those of the other 
lesson writers. It is such an unusual and 
interesting testimony to answered prayer 
and God’s unexpected way of doing things 
that it will be welcomed by: Times. readers. 
RATHER strange thing happened in 
connection with my taking the Boy’s 
Column in the Times under the caption of 
“Say, Fellows.” I was in New York City 
for a year, on a task that so absorbed my 
time and energy that I got behind with the 


printer’s schedule on the Little Jetts. The 
editors were pressing me—kindly but 
firmly —to catch up with “copy.” I de- 


cided I would have to discontinue making 
Jetts for the Times, rather than continue 
as a nuisance to those patient editors, so 
I wrote a letter to Dr. Trumbull, offering 
my resignation. But before the letter was 
mailed, a telegram came, asking me to come 


_to Philadelphia for an office interview. 


I was so sure that this had some relation 
to my delayed “copy,” and was so convinced 
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that I would not be able to catch up and 
keep up with the schedule, that I resolved 
to announce my resignation on arrival at 
the Times office. It was just noon when 
I reached there, and some of the Times 
staff were assembling in the anteroom to 
Dr. Trumbull’s office (as was the daily 
custom) for prayer. Of course the visitor 
was invited to ‘join. 

“They sat around in a circle a moment or 
two, then all knelt for a chain of prayer. 
The visitor was next to Dr. Trumbull, who 
led off, and the man on the other side of 
Dr. Trumbull followed. That made the 
last turn at prayer come to the visitor. I 
noticed that each one prayed for a special 
thing which they did not name, but which 
all seemed to understand, and about which 
they were in accord. So when it came my 
time I said to myself: “Well, I do not 
know what it is all about; they do not 
specify, but I am sure whatever these folks 
are praying for is all right.” So I asked 
the Lord, too, that this thing might come 
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to pass. I had never before (nor since) 
prayed blindfolded like that. 

When they arose from prayer, Dr. Trum- 
bull invited me into his private office, and 
there told me that the thing they were all 
praying for was that I (the visitor) might 
see my way clear to undertake, in addition 
to the Little Jetts column, the Boys’ Class 
column, as the writer who had been -con- 
ducting it had severed his connection. 

In the language of my boyhood town, 
this was a “sockdologer.” How could I? 
I had completely fallen down in trying to 
keep up with the Little Jetts column. Yet 
I had joined in the circle of prayer that 
the Lord would show the way. It was too 
much for me! I capitulated then and there, 
and have carried the two columns ever 
since. Somehow I caught up, got on sched- 
ule, and stayed there. At this writing I 
am two weeks ahead with “copy.” It is 
the Lerd’s way. He makes possible the 
things he calls for. 

Greenssoro, N. C. 





— 
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Reaching Hearts by 








Radio Hymn Singing 


An air-ministry of sacred song broadcast by the 
National Hymn Sing Association 








of song over the air, how would you 

feel if you had a letter like this? 

“Thank you for saving me from suicide! 
We moved to Newark, thinking that my 
husband could get work in a big city. For 
ten' days he roamed the streets looking 
for some kind of work, and two days ago 
he said he would not come home until he 
got’'a job. In the meantime my little girl 
took ill with a high fever and I was des- 
perate because I had no money and did not 
know where: to go to get help, for I did 
not know anyone in the city. I just thought 
I would end it all by turning on the gas, 
when I remembered the radio. I thought 
perhaps I could hear a little jazz or some- 
thing funny, and the first thing I heard 
was, ‘The Lord’s our Rock, in Him we 
hide, a shelter in the time of storm.’ I 
had forgotten all about him, and dropped 
to my knees, asking him to help me; when 
the next thing I heard was, ‘Take time to 


|’ YOU had been engaged in a ministry 


be holy, Speak oft with thy Lord.’ I had 
forgotten all about that tune. Things 
turned from that time on, and my 


husband came in, saying he had found 
work. Thank you again and for saving 
me from such dreadful cowardliness.” 

And while you were still under the spell 
of such a story as that, praising the Lord 
for the opportunity you had to carry the 
message of song to this suffering soul just 
at the right time, what would you think of 
this letter? 

“If you know anything about this neigh- 
borhood in the city, you will know this 
letter comes to you from the section where 
immorality and gambling hold full sway. 
Tonight I was tuning in to find some jazz, 
when I found instead, ‘Nearer, my God, to 
Thee.’ As I was starting to tune it out, 
the girls and men in the house yelled out, 
‘Leave it on,’ and for a whole half hour 
we have listened. to..every -word.. Your 
service was good and the group here have 


asked me to sit down and write you a 
note.” 

Just one more out of hundreds and hun- 
dreds of letters, which you will want to 
read before you understand about the back- 
ground of the work that produces such 
letters as these: 

“God bless you for all the good you 
have done in my home. Through hard 
knocks and misfortune my husband became 
an unbeliever, and thirty-two years ago, 
when I was afflicted with an illness that 
made life so hard, it made matters worse. 
I just cannot help telling you this good 
news. To my knowledge for forty-three 
years I have heard my husband fight with 
God for sending us so much trouble. Just 
a few Sundays ago my husband happened 
to hear Mr. Hunt sing, ‘Almost persuaded,’ 
and I saw it took a grip on him. So by 
degrees I have noticed him staying up (as 
he is a night worker) to listen in at your 
beautiful service. Can you imagine my 
joy the other day when Mr. Hunt sang, 
‘Safe in the arms of Jesus’? ‘Mother, I 
think I wili begin to say my prayers again.’ 
Dear folks, he has invited four of his 
working companions to come here this eve- 
ning vo listen in. Will it be asking too 
much for you to please sing, ‘Pass me not, 
O gentle Saviour’? I know that beautiful 
hymn w2s his own mother’s favorite 
hymn. Oh, to get him back in the fold 
would make me so happy. I declare, these 
last few days I think I have been able to 
walk a little better. I am so happy.” 

Now as to the background. Mr. Arthur 
Billings Hunt began his hymn broadcast- 
ing in 1923. Ever since then letters like 


these have been coming to him tc gladden - 


the hearts of his associates and himself in 
recognition. of the beautiful and effective 
service that h=s been rendered. These let- 
ters are typical of hundreds of others, and 
the stream of gratitude keeps pouring in. 
Besides this. Mr. Hunt-has kept track. of 
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every shut-in or house-bound sick person 
who has written of blessings received 
through these radio services. In his travels 
to concerts, and on vacation periods, Mr. 
Hunt has visited many of these people in 
person, and has heard from their own lips 
the story of their sustained and encourag- 
ing interest in the daily broadcast of the 
hymns grown dear through the helpful 
messages they have brought. The financing 
body for this work is the’ National Hymn 
Sing Association, organized by Mr. Hunt, 
and its membership comes from 556 towns 
and cities, 36 states, and 12 foreign coun- 
tries. There are no less than 515 shut-ins 
on the mailing list who are comforted at 
Christmas and on their birthdays with lit- 
tle remembrances. Scripture calendars are 
sent to all of these on Christmas. 

The Miller Memorial Library is main- 
tained by a daughter in memory of her 
mother, and this consecrated woman pays 
all the expenses of the postage to the shut- 
ins and return, so that it is as if the 
Library were at the door of the sick-room. 
Books and magazines in Braille are also 
available, free of charge, for the blind. All 
the work for this gracious ministry to 
shut-irs is freely given by volunteer 
workers. 

It is a remarkable fact that, in a survey 
covering a period of six years’ broadcast- 
ing, it has been found that Mr. Hunt has 
used more than one hundred and fifty dif- 
ferent hymn books in arranging the pro- 
grams, and there have been received more 
than 12,000 requests for hymns, and more 
than 2,000 different hymns have been used. 

Here is a man who knows how to share 
the benefits he has received from the hymn 
sings. He has done a very remarkable 
thing, simply in order to help others with- 
out any money return to himself. He 
writes: 

“I have our village connected up to my 
radio set, so that 85 homes out of 107 can 
hear the hymn sings. I have run wire 
to 53 homes, to the Fire House, and Club 
House, and used 2,300 feet of wire! I 
how now ten shut-ins to whom your pro- 
grams have been a great comfort!” 

Just now the Association is face to face 
with a deficit. It is not likely that the pro- 
grams can continue on the air, unless in- 
terested friends will contribute to the ex- 
penses of services which now have a coast 
to coast hook-up with twenty-three associ- 
ated stations, constituting probably the 
most far-reaching Gospel song program in 
the world. The cost is very low, only 
seventy-five dollars a week for two broad- 
casts: the “Hymn Sing,” Tuesday evenings 
at six-thirty, over WEAF; and “Old Songs 
of the Church,” Thursday evenings at six- 
thirty, over WJZ. 

Generous gifts at this time will help to 
care for the debt to the National Broad- 
casting Company for money which they 
have advanced for these programs in rec- 
ognition of their importance, and will help 
to continue this work with all its attend- 
ant blessings. Gifts should be sent to the 
National Hymn Sing Association, 96 Co- 
lumbia Heights, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Just one more letter giving expression 
toja hope that ought not to be disappointed: 

“Do not stop the service for one minute. 
I heard it last week. The hour was the 
darkest of my life ‘and-the service saved 
me.” 
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Keeping Records of the 
Teacher's. Work 


By Jennie E. Stewart 


WE GET such good results from the 
use of record cards to be kept Sunday 
by Sunday, and sent home for parents to 
sign at the end of the quarter, that we felt 
something similar for teachers might prove 
equally stimulating to best effort. 

We worked out a form card to be 
printed at a local print shop and had two 
hundred done, enough for several years, 
since the extra hundred comes much 
cheaper than the first hundred. On the 
back of this card is space for name, 
address, position in the school, years of 
experience, sex of pupils, and special 
training qualifications, church membership, 
and telephone number. This is for the 
use. of. superintendents when inspecting 
records for filing used: cards. The latter 
are filed as to grades,—A, B, C,—after 
inspection. 

On the reverse side are lines across the 
card for each month, and the totals. Other 
lines cross these lengthwise for marking 
points won during each month. The teacher 
marks her own records and adds the totals 
for the month, reporting them in response 
to her name at roll call at the council 
meetings. 

Once a quarter the secretaries of the 
different departments ask for the cards and 
ascertain the five teachers who have the 
highest’ average for the quarter. These 
five get a rising vote of appreciation from 
the council. Once a year the cards are 
again inspected and the ten highest get spe- 
cial recognition, their names being read 
at the annual recognition service. 
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Superintendents of departments keep close 
watch on these records and endeavor to 
keep their teachers up to their best by mak- 
ing opportunities for them to» improve. 
Reading courses are organized, teacher 
training units set to work, individual stu- 
dents put in the way of getting credits; 
workers’ conferences in their own or other 
churches of the town are talked about and 
their teachers urged to attend and keep 
notes since this form of attendance counts 
double for points. 

On time means “teacher time” in the 
record, and that means ten minutes ahead 
of the bell for the school. 

Substitute teachers are provided with 
cards and marked on such points as they 
are expected to cover: attendance, on time, 
teacher training units gained, books read, 
conferences and council meetings attended. 
They write in a heading for days they 
have taught as substitute. Many of them 
do some visiting of pupils in their homes, 
and some of them can- mark points 
for pupils won during their working pe- 
riod. 

Regular teachers mark points for attend- 
ance, punctuality, visits made to pupils’ 
homes, parties held, conferences and coun- 
cil meetings attended, new pupils gained, 
pupils lost, average attendance, methods 
books read, teacher training units cov- 
ered, and hours spent on lesson preparation 
(approximated ). 

The results have been away beyond our 
expectations. The improvement in work 
done by teachers was noticed from the 
start. The plan has been especially valu- 
able in preparing our regularly enrolled 
substitutes for work, and giving them a 
sense of responsibility. 

BouLpeEr, CoLo. 














~The Spread of the Summer Bible School 


Ass good news came from many countries to the 
delegates at the Tenth Annual Conference 


By Graham Gilmer 











x 





HE readers of the Times have often 

heard of the plan of teaching the 

Bible to children originated by A. L. 
Lathem, D.D., pastor of the Third Pres- 
byterian Church, Chester, Pa., and known 
as the Summer Bible School. This is an 
aH-Bible school, and does not employ handi- 
craft. Each year a conference for the 
study of this work is held in Dr. Lathem’s 
church of Chester. The facts brought out 
there on January 26 and 27 should be of 
interest to all lovers of God’s Word. 

The work of the Summer Bible School 
Association is growing steadily. The at- 
tendance upon this conference was from 
eight states and two foreign countries. It 
represented eleven denominations. There 
were about twenty-five per cent more dele- 
gates in attendance than last year. One 
speaker remarked that this was one of the 
greatest conferences held in our day, not 
in numbers, but in that which is being ac- 
complished. ‘These summer Bible schools 
are being used to change the lives of hun- 
dreds of thousands of children. Seven years 
ago there were enrolled in these schools 
léss than 27,000 children: Last summer 


there were enrolled: more than 268,000. * Of 


these, 165,000 are in the United States and 
Canada. 

Many of the speakers brought out the 
fact that our troubles have come upon us 
today because we have turned away from 
God’s Word. The Bible does not occupy 
the place in our modern world that it 
should. This is an age in which fathers 
and mothers lie awake at night and won- 
der if there is any hope for their children. 
We must turn back to the teaching of 
God’s Word. The Second Psalm tells us 
that this moral rebellion will be put down 
with a strong hand. 

We must teach God’s Word because peo- 
ple are so astonishingly ignorant of it. We 
were told of how a teacher of a large Bible 
class of men was seeking to illustrate how 
small the land of Palestine was. He asked 
how far it was from Dan to Beersheba. 
A wealthy and intelligent man who was 
present said, “Did you ask how far it was 
from Dan to Beersheba? Are they places? 
I thought they were a man and his wife 
like Sodom and Gomorrah.” 

The delegates were one in the opinion , 
that the best means for the spread of the . 
knowledge of God’s Word is the Summer. 
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Bible School plan. This conviction. was 
deepened by the testimony of Dr. Lathem, 
the originator of the plan. He gave the 
conference the benefit of his twenty-one 
years’ experience in this work. He had 
found that most churches of today were 
not getting anywhere in the instruction of 
their young people. He also found that 
children appreciate real Bible study. One 
little girl said to him, “I like the Summer 
Bible School because in it we do more Bible 
study.” Dr. Lathem said that he had been 
repeatedly told that his methods were psy- 
chologically incorrect, but he had never 
been able to find where the method was 
wrong, for it worked. He insisted, that 
we must have teachers who know how 
to teach, but first of all they must know 
Christ as their Saviour. Dr, Lathem said 
that he put only the preaching of the Gos- 
pel ahead of the Summer Bible School 
work, He urged the delegates not to be 
afraid of being unable to raise the money 
when God wanted them to start a school. 
Even in this time of depression his church 
last summer secured $2,300 to employ 18 
teachers and secure necessary supplies to- 
teach 600 children. He said, “We believe 
as we did twenty-one years ago that the 
silver and the gold are God’s.” (A full 
description of the plan may be obtained 
from the Summer Bible School Associa- 
tion, Chester, Pa.) 

The Summer Bible School plan is al- 
ready in use in almost every state of the 
Union, in Canada, Chile, Mexico, Japan,. 
Korea, Manchuria, and. India. Prepara- 
tions are being made to hold as many re- 
gional conferences as . possible. 

Even the depression is making it pos-: 
sible to put this plan in operation in the 
mission fields of the world. The confer- 
ence was told of what is being done. along 
this line in Korea. The Third Presbyte- 
rian Church of Chester put $500 into the 
hands of some of the missionaries in 
Korea, with the understanding that it was 
to help make Summer Bible Schools 
according to the plans of the Association, 
and using their literature. What hap- 
pened is almost beyond belief. There were 
1,071 schools established, reporting 101,768 
pupils, more than one-third of them com- 
ing from non-Christian homes. In these 
schools 6,769 teachers taught only the Bible. 
There were 11,616 professions of faith. The 
Japanese government has sought -to close 
schools where handicraft and secular sub- 
jects were taught. One of these schools, 
after having police interference, decided to 
have an all-Bible school. To this the police 
gave their consent. At the end of the term 
they were so well pleased that they said 
they would not go back to the other type 
of school even if they could. Who can 
measure results in that one country alone? 
One hundred thousand children have been 
taught daily lessons that God would have 
them learn, one-third of them hearing these 
lessons for perhaps the first time! - Nearly 
twelve thousand of them in one summer de- 
cided to accept Christ as their Saviour! 
Why should not this same plan be used in 
other countries? A few thousand dollars 
would help put the Summer Bible School 
plan into operation. in several countries: 

The delegates at Chester went home de- 
termined to teach God’s Word. May the 
readers of this article have the same deter- 
mination ! 

Lyncusure, VA. 
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| LESSON 11. MARCH 12. JESUS MINISTERING TO THE MULTITUDE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 6: 1-56 
Golden Text.—The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.—Maitt. 20: 28 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Mark 6 : 30-44 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mark 6:30 And the apostles gathered themselves together unto 
Jesus, and told him all things, both what they had done, and what 
they had taught. 

31 And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert 
place, and rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and 
they had no leisure so much as to eat. 

32 And they departed into a desert place by ship privately. 

33 And the people saw them departirig, and many knew him, and 
ran afoot thither out of all cities, and outwent them, and came 
together unto him. 

34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was 
moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep 
not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things. 

35 And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto 
him, and said, This is a desert place, and now the time is far passed: 

36 Send them away, that they may go into the country round 
about, and into the villages, and buy themselves bread: for they 
have nothing to eat. 

37 He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And 
they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth 
of bread, and give them to eat? 

38 He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. 
And when they knew, they say, Five, and two fishes. 

39 And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies 
upon the green grass. 

40 And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. 

41 And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he 
looked up.to heaven, and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Mark 6:30 And the apostles gather themselves together unto 
Jesus; and they told him all things, whatsoever they had done, and 
whatsoever they had taught. 31 And he saith unto them, Come ye 
yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while. For there 
were many coming and going, and they had no léisure so much as to 
eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a desert place apart. 
33 And the people saw them going, and many knew them, and they 
ran together there ton foot from all the cities, and outwent them. 
34 And he came forth and saw a great multitude, and he had com- 
passion on them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: 
and he began to teach them many things. 35 And when the day 
was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, The place 
is desert, and the day is now far spent; 36 send them away,’ that 
they may go into the country and villages round about, and buy 
themselves’ somewhat to eat. 37 But he answered and said unto 
them, Give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall we go 
and buy two hundred * shillings’ worth of bread, and give them to 
eat? 38 And he saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and 
see. And when they knew, they say, Five, and two fishés. 39 And 
he commanded them that all should *sit down by companies upon 
the green grass. 40 And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and 
by fifties. 41 And he took the five loaves and the two fishes, and 
looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake the loaves; and he gave 
to the disciples to set before them; and the two fishes divided he 
among them all. 42 And they all ate, and -were filled. 43 And 
they took up broken pieces, twelve -basketfuls, and also.of the fishes. 
44 And they that ate the loaves were five thousand men. 
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to his disciples to set before them; and the two fishes divided he 


among them all. 
42 And they did all eat, and were filled. 


e fishes. 


44 And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand 


men, 


The Lines as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 

CLIMAX in our Lord’s ministry 
A is reached with the astounding mir- 

acle of feeding the five thousand. 
It marks a climax of his ministering mercy 
to the multitudes. It marks the culmina- 
tion of their enthusiasm for Christ and 
also the great falling away that results 
when they learn that he is not the kind 
of king they are wanting to crown (John 
6: 14, 15, 66). Before the miracle we have 
the record of our Lord’s second rejection 
at Nazareth, the evangelistic tour of the 
Twelve, the murder of John the Baptist. 
Christ doubtless saw in that rejection at 
Nazareth his rejection by the nation, and 
in the murder of John by Herod his own 
murder by Jew and Gentile. What grieved 
him most was that the disciples “under- 
stood not concerning the loaves” (Mark 
6:52). Let us study so as to understand. 
The Historical Setting 

The feeding of the five thousand came 

at Passover time (John 6:4), probably in 
A. D. 29, just one year before our Lord’s 
death. The visit to Nazareth, which seems 
clearly a second visit (Luke 4: 14-30; Matt. 
13: 53-58), occurred a few months earlier, 
followed by the tour of the disciples and 
the death of John the Baptist. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 6: 30.—The apostles. “Sent ones.”. 


(See Luke 6:13; Matt. 10:5.) Only here 


1Or, by land. .* The word in the Greek deriotes a coin worth 


about eight. pence half-penny, or nearly seventeen cents. *Gr., 
aA And. they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, and recline. e's 
o 


5 4 5 4 % & 
is the word used in Mark. Gathered... 


unto’ Jesus. Probably to Capernaum, — 


after their tour of Galilee, also after the 





Food 
By Amos R. Wells 


HE peopte were hungry; no reason 

that commonest story to tell, and Jesus, 
so close to the people, knew all their 
necessities well. As always, the Saviour 
was ready the people’s distresses to meet. 
As always, he bade his disciples, ‘‘ Give 
ye them something to eat!” Five thou- 
sand men to be feasted, a vast and raven- 
ous barid. Five cakes and two little fishes 
was all the provision at hand. But the 
Saviour blessed the provision and to his 
disciples he gave; and lo! all the multitude 
feasted, and lo! twelve baskets to save! 
How hungry, O Saviour from Heaven, 
are all the race of mankind, how pinched 
and famished in body, how starved and 
scanted in mind. how meager in spirit’s 
provisions morz needed than all of the 
rest, and how thou art waiting and eager 
that all mankind may be blest! Thy feast 
is spread for our taking, thy table is loaded 
and wide, and only our folly withholds 
us, our heedlessness, selfishness, pride! 
The banquet is ample and ready, the 
banquet is all u~priced, and the food for 
all of earth’s hungry is offered freely by 
Christ. Oh, empty, unsatisfied living 
that might with blessing be filled! Oh, 
pinched and feeble existences, weak, self- 
starved and self - willed! Turn, turn from 
your empty endeavors, your futile, dis- 
consolate ways. Sit down at the Saviour’s 








: table, and its glad abundances praise! 
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American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 


murder of John the Baptist. Told him all 
things, ... . done, and . . . taught. (Read 
Mark 6: 12, 13; Matt. 10:7, 8.) Doubt- 
less they reported the results with joy and 
astonishment as did the seventy (Luke 
10:17). 

Verse 31.—Come ye yourselves apart. 
There is need of resting from the crowds, 
that they may be better fitted to minister 
to them. Into a desert place. Nota 
barren place, but comparatively uninhabited. 
Rest a while. These gracious words 
are recorded by Mark only. Our Lord 
who recognizes our need for food. knows 
also the . need for relaxation, recrea- 
tion, and rest. 


Verse 32—Departed . . . by ship pri- 
vately. They went from the west shore 
(Matt. 14: 13) to the northeast corner of the 
lake, near Bethsaida Julias (Luke 9: 10). 


Verse 33—Ran afoot thither out of all 
cities. His ministry had reached a point 
of intense interest (John 6:2). Probably 
many Passover pilgrims were included. 


Verse 34.—Jesus . . . was moved with 
compassion. ‘Though their purpose was to 
get away from the crowds, Jesus welcomed 
them. As sheep not having a shepherd. 
Their appointed shepherds were false shep- 
herds who did not feed them nor care for 
their spiritual needs. He began to teach 
them many things. Concerning the King- 
dom of God (Luke 9:11). Also he healed 
their sick (Matt. 14:14). 

Verse 35.—His disciples came unto him. 
John records that Jesus asked the question, 
“Whence shall we buy bread?” (6: 5.) 
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Lesson for March 12 


Verse 37.—Give ye them to'eat.. What 
an impossible thing! But when our Lord 
commands, he gives power to carry out 
his impossible commands. Two hundred 
pennyworth of bread. The denarius, worth 
about seventeen cents, was a fair day’s 
wages (Matt. 20:2): This amount, equal 
to ‘about $200 to $400 in purchasing value 
today, was practical Philip’s calculation 
as to how much would be “not sufficient” 
for every one to “take a little” (John 6:7). 

Verse 38—How many loaves have ye? 
go and see. Edersheim thinks this indi- 
cates that it was the disciples’ own store 
of food in the boat, and was brought by 
the lad mentioned in John (John 6:8, 9). 
Five, and two fishes. They were small, 
flat “barley” loaves, which was food for the 
animals and for the very poor (John 6:9). 

Verse 39.—Make all. sit down by com- 
panies upon the green grass. Literally, “by 
table-parties,” with an open end for serv- 
ice. Only Mark mentions the “green” 
grass. 


Verse 40—In ranks, by hundreds, and 
by fifties. Literally, by “garden beds,” ar- 
ranged in squares. God is a God of order. 

Verse 41.—Gave. them to his disciples to 
set before them. It seems likely that the 
miracle took place in his hands as he broke 
the loaves and passed them to the disciples. 

Verse 42.—Did all eat, and were filled. 
Not having “just a little,” but “as much as 
they would” (John 6:11). 


Verse 43—Took up twelve — baskets. 
These were evidently the wicker or willow 
baskets carried by the twelve apostles. 
The miracle included a supernatural pro- 
vision of exactly the amount needed to fill 
their carriers. (Note John 6:12.) And 
of the fishes. Only Mark mentions this. 


Verse 44.—Five thousand. Matthew says, . 


“beside women and children” (14: 21), but 
probably there were not many of them. 
Marvelous miracle of our Creator God! 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Who is Jesus Christ? This question 
runs through every incident of the lesson, 
as through the whole ministry of our Lord. 
Nazareth said he was the carpenter, whgse 
brothers and sisters they knew. His 
mighty miracles drew. their astonishment, 
but not-their trust. The apostles found 
that the authority of this wonderful Mas- 
ter reached to the working of miracles 
through them. . King Herod had to face 
the question, and judged that this miracle- 
worker was John risen from the dead; 
others said he was Elijah or one of the 
prophets. After the feeding of the five 
thousand, the people said that he was of a 
truth “the prophet,” and would immediately 
make him king, — their kind of king (John 
6:14, 15). The storm-tossed disciples, re- 
ceiving him from the waves, realized anew 
that he was the Son of God (Matt. 14: 33). 
Yet they understood not the meaning of 
the miracle; their hearts were hardened. 
Today the same persistent question faces 
the world and the storm-tossed church of 
Christ. Renegade missionaries and Chris- 
tian leaders, bolder than ever before, are 
telling the magazine-reading public that 
“in the world of our life it does not mat- 
ter perhaps what He is.” If we under- 
stand “concerning the loaves” we shall rec- 
ognize that this Jesus is our God, that he 
is an-all-sufficient ‘Saviour, still. minister- 


ing his love and salvation to us, and bid-. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of, International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had frou The 
Sunday School Times Company, N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen, 
11. March 12.—Jesus Ministering to the 
Multitude Mark: 6 : 1-56 
12. March 19.—The Effects of Alcoholic 
Drinks (Temperance Lesson). Prov. 


sewer eee ewes eeseeee 


23 : 29-32; Isa. 28:1-4; Dam. §: 1-4 


13. March 26.—Review: Jesus Our Ex- 
ample in Service. 
Second Quarter 


1. April 2—Jesus Ministering to Jews and 


GQeAAtAGs. ony ovevys tenes pears + Mark 7: 1-37 
2. April 9.—Jesus Requires Confession 
and: Loyalty ...........: Mark 8:1 to g:1 


3. April 16.—Jesus Transfigured ..Mark 9g : 2-29. 
4. April 23.—Jesus Rebukes Self-Seeking 
(May be used with temperance ap- 
plications) ies. etic Mark 9 : 30-50 
5. Jesus Sets New Standard of Living 
(May be used as a stewardship les- 
WOES. wave cae tug i¥citesssse ses Mark 10: 1-31 
6. May 7.—Jesus Faces the Cross 
Mark 10 : 32-52 








ding us to feed the hungry and to satisfy 
the souls of men with the only Bread of 
Life. 
Lesson Outlines 

Tue MINISTERING MESSIAH 


1. Ministering the word in ungrateful 
Nazareth, hindered by unbelief (Mark 6: 
1-6). 

2. Ministering to the apostles, com- 
missioned and empowered (6: 7-13). 

3. Ministry stirs the. conscience of 
John’s wicked murderer (6: 14-29). 

4. Ministering healing, teaching, and 
food to shepherdless multitudes. (6: 30- 
44). 

5. Ministering cheer. to storm-driven 
disciples (6: 45-52). 

6. Ministering healing in Gennesaret’s 
villages, cities, and country. (6: 53-56). 
CHRIST THE SHEPHERD 


1. His tender compassion for the sheep 
— disciples and multitudes. 

2. He restores their bodies and guides 
them in right paths. 

3. He prepares a table in the desert, 
seating them in green pastures. 

4. He goes to them in deep waters, so 
they may fear no evil. 

5. He follows them with goodness and 
mercy, till he gives his life for the sheep. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Parallel Accounts. Matthew 13: 54 to 14: 
36; 9:35 to 11:1; Luke 9: 1-7; compare 
also Luke 4: 16-30; John 6:1-71). Study 
particulariy the accounts of the feeding of 
the five thousand, and note their independ- 
ence, pointing to the view that none copied 
from the other. 

Characteristics of Mark. In this sixth 
chapter there are more than twenty vivid 
details that are peculiar to Mark (vs. 3, 5, 
6, 12, 19, 20, 21, 24, 30, 31, 34, 38, 39, 40, 
43, 48, 51, 52, 56). 

The Person of Christ. These two mir- 
acles mark a great advance in the increas- 
ing revelation concerning who Christ IS. 
See Heart of the Lesson. 

Other Special Topics. Parable teaching 
of the miracles. The unbelief and opposi- 
tion of his enemies. John the Baptist’s 
ministry and ,death.. Nazareth’s rejection 
of her great Son. : Christian service. For- 
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eign’ mission fields awaiting the bread of - 
life. Training the disciples; how? 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Receive and feed upon the Bread of Life. 
As food is essential for physical life, so 
Christ is essential for eternal life, both for 
the beginning of it and for the sustaining 
of it. Have you received him? 

Trust Christ fully for all material things. 
When the apostles were worried about their 
dinner, the Lord reminded them that he 
supplied twelve baskets for them after the 
feeding of the five thousand (Mark 8: 11- 
21); 

Put spiritual things first, and live to 
minister Christ. Our Lord grieved that 
the people sought for the food that per- 
ishes and .were not deeply interested in 
eternal, abiding things. As Christ came to 
minister, so we as disciples are to love the 
multitude and minister to them. 


Feed the hungry. Christians should feed 
the hungry regardless of whether the hun- 
gry appreciate spiritual things. But the 
ministering to the bodily needs of men 
should form the basis for teaching them of 
their eternal need of Christ. 


In time of trouble and danger fear no 
evil, Our Lord will not suffer us to be 
tried beyond that we are able, and will 
bring deliverance in good time; as he did 
to the storm-tossed disciples. 


Give the perishing heathen the Bread of 
Life. Our Lord commands us still, “Give 
ye them to eat.” 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths _ 
God is a God of abundant supply: we. 
plan that each may have “a little” ; he gives 
as much as we will receive (Eph. 1:3). 

“Be of good cheer” (one word in the 
Greek) is spoken five times by our Lord, 
covering every human situation (Matt. 9: 
2, 22; 14:27; also Mark 6:50; John 16: 
33; Acts 23:11). It occurs once as spoken 
by others (Mark 10: 49). 


Herod thought he had dene with John 
when he murdered him, but Herod will yet 
face John in the resurrection. Let us deal . 
with our sins now. 

The lesson of the depression is the les- 
son of the feeding of the five thousand: 
put spiritual things first. 


* Christ from his place of intercession saw 
his disciples toiling in the sea; his eye, is 
ever upon his-toiling and suffering children. 

Those who ask us to re-think missions 
are really asking us to re-think Christ. 


There are muliitudes in our churches to- 
day who are as sheep without a shepherd. 

The five thousand were shepherdiess 
sheep because the appointed shepherds of 
their day were, in Milton’s phrase, “blind 
mouths,” blind who should have been lights 
of the world, and without shame feeding 
themselves. 

What will our Lord say to the shepherds 
on the mission field who are giving stones 
for bread, and saying that there is no dif- 
ference between our Bread of Life and the 
poison of heathenism’s Satan-controlled re- 
ligions? 

Christ never omitted the blessing at 
meals. Do we? 

One loaf fed a thousand, and one can put 
a. thousand .to flight: what ean be: wrought 
by one— with God! 
- Cotumsia, §., C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times _ staff,—Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. 
Have you tried qotianing sates of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as gives on a later page of 
this issue? 


HAT is remarkable in the Gospel ac- 
counts of this miracle of the feeding of 
the five thousand ? 

2. What two miracles of provision were 
worked with the five loaves and two fishes? 

3. What effect in spirit blessing did the 
feeding of the five thousand have upon the 
multitude and upon the apostles ? 

4. What two disciples are named in con- 
nection with the feeding of the multitudes, 
and how are their remarks characteristic of 
the men? 

5. What word alone reveals what power 
this miracle must have cost our Lord? 

6. What last word from Mark shows how 
little even the Twelve understood of the deep- 
est meaning of this miracle? 

7. What is the best formula for meeting 
any emergency ? 

8. What does God’s Word do that is far 
better for us than explaining to us all the 
mysteries of Scripture? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers ere 
urged not to send anything without fitst secur- 
ing and. reading carefully a leaflet_explaining 
the conditions of this. department. The full list 
of lessons for the’ year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be +> by the 
editors, which ‘might otherwise available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten illustrations the total number for 
any one 

Why Not Everything?—And told him 
all things (Mark 6:30). A story has been 
written by Frederick Hall about that lad 
who played such an important rdle in the 
miracle of the loaves and fishes. It tells 
how the boy reported that exciting inci- 
dent to his mother when he returned home 
that evening at sunset. When, with eyes 
still big with the wonder of it all, he had 
told how his five barley loaves and two 
dried fish had increased in the Master’s 
hands until the vast crowd had been fed 
to a Sufficiency, he added, “I wonder, 
Mother, if it would be that way with 
everything you gave him?”—From The 
Sunday: School Times. Sent by Josephine 
A, Kinsly, North. Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Have We Compassion?—Jesus'. . . saw 
much people, and was moved with compas- 
sion toward them (v. 34). Compassion for 
the lost must show forth in every one who 
has received it. -Every utisaved ‘one ‘is lost 
—lost in the most fearful: sense of that 
term—helpless,> hopeless, peaceless, joy- 


less, godless, -and - deceived, ‘ defiled, de-: 
spoiled, enslaved, damned, and doomed: by- 


sin.’ Thetlife of the heathen. ts’ character- 
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ized by spiritual uncertainty, ignorance, 
superstition, idolatry, selfishness, cruelty, 
unchastity, impuiity, deceit. The dark pic- 
ture in Romans 1: 29-31 is only too true. 
A lady missionary with her porters had 
crossed a swollen stream. They sat down 
on the bank to rest a bit. An - African 
mother with her dearly loved baby on her 
back essayed to cross over. The swift 
waters were too much for her and she and 
her baby perished. The porters saw them 
drowning but made no effort to save them 
but laughed instead. Are there others who 
belong to that class?—From Inland Africa. 
Sent by Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


Like Mule and Ox.—He looked up to 
heaven, and blessed, and brake the loaves 
(v. 48). A prominent society man asked 
a bishop whether it was according to the 
rules of etiquette to say grace at a banquet 
table. The clergyman replied: “I do not 


know much about etiquette, but I remem-- 


ber seeing on the wall of a farmer’s home 
a picture showing mules and oxen at a 
crib. These were devouring the fodder 
and scattering some, beneath their feet, and 
over the picture was this inscription: 
Who without prayer sits down to eat, 

And without thanks then leaves the table, 
Tramples the gift of God with feet, 

And is like mule and ox in stable. 
—From The Sunday School Circle. Sent 
by Frederick Heldner, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Neither Would the Lord.—They did all 
eat, and were. filled (v. 42). For more 
than a year those in charge of Keswick 
have been definitely and faithfully adher- 
ing to the policy of pay-as-they-go, not 
simply in the matter of. improvements and 
building, but even to the buying of food 
for the tables and feed for the stock. Pro- 
visions and food will not. be bought unless 
money is in hand or in sight to- pay. for 
it, and God has greatly honored that faith 
and that stand. The mention of this in 
conversation recently brought forth the 
question from a clergyman, who was rather 
surprised to learn of the financial policy, 
“Would you let the stock suffer for the 
want of food?” “No,” replied Mr. Raws 
quietly, “and neither would the Lord. He 
never yet has failed us when we have 
trusted him, and we don’t believe he ever 
can.”—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


The Invitation Is to You.—They did all 


eat, and were filled (v. 42). When Alex-_ 


ander Peden, one of the chief heroes of 
Scottish Covenanting days, was passing 
through Clydesdale, he met one whom he 
knew, and said to her, “How fares it with 
ye in these evil days? Is it well wi’ ye?” 
“Ay,” she replied, “it is well, better far 
wi’ me than in the days lang syne. I get 
mair out of one vers* of his holy Word 
than I used to get out of the world, for 
he has flung aside the keys of his pantry 
and bidden me tak’ my fill.” Into the 
hands of his children he has placed the keys 
of his treasure house, and he bids us “tak’ 
our fill..—From The Christian (London). 
Sent by J. A. Barney, Rumney Depot, N.H. 


- The Troublesome Question.—They took 
up twelve baskets full of the fragments (v. 
43). The Christian Herald, London, tells 
the story of a teacher who was telling her 
class of girls about the time when the Lord 
Jesus fed the multitude with. five Idavé 


and two’ fishes. - Said: she: — “And “of se: 


m« 
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you will understand, children, that it does 
not mean that Jesus actually fed all those 
thousands with a few loaves and fishes. 
That would have been impossible. It. just 
means that he so fed the people with his 
teaching. that they lost. all sense. of, bodily 
hunger, and went home satisfied.” But an 
inquiring girl put this question, “But, Miss 
——, what was it filled the twelve baskets 
of fragments left over?”—Sent by W, J. 
Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The “Son of Man.”— Come ye ..-. 
apart, ... and rest a while: for... they 
had no leisure so much as to eat (Mark 
6:31). . The hardest and most wearying 
and least satisfactory work in all the world 
is doing with the crowd. -In cinder snap- 
ping and gold beating you do get a chance 
once and so often to change hands and 


drop the hammer, but with the crowd there | 


is no let up. If you do not believe it, just 
wait until your fellow citizens make you 
Governor, President, or famous: Ask 


Lindy! Indeed, it is said General William 


Henry Harrison, ninth President of. the 
United States, who died one month after 
his inauguration, was put .to death by over- 
whelming hand-shaking of the crowd. His 
grandson Benjamin was twenty-third Pres- 
ident— and he -was an_anti-handshaker. 
Maybe he remembered the fate of his 
grandfather. After one of his high pres- 
sure meetings, where hundreds have poured 
up “The Sawdust Trail,”. Billy Sunday 
disappears and finds his rest and recreation 
at the hands of his physical director. 
Usually some ex-prize fighter Billy has 
led into the Kingdom. Otherwise, Billy 
could not keep up his intensive preaching 
night after night all winter. 


What faker, manufacturing a deity, would — 


dream of allowing his false god, and the 
god’s helpers, to get tired enough to go 
apart and rest a while? That faker would 
have had the party to lie upon the ground 
and arise fresh as ever like — who was it? 
—the god of Greek mythology, who could 
never be defeated in the stand-up-and- 


knock-down manner of ancient fighting, be- ' 


cause as soon as he struck the ground he 
was made anew. Jesus was also Son of 
man and enjoyed “a day off” with the rest 
of us. This humanity is what makes him 
so close to us (Heb. 4:15). 


Crackers and Herrings.—When he had 
taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he 
looked up to heaven, and blessed, and brake 
the loaves (v. 41).. Soda crackers and 
kippers. The cheapest eats in Palestine. 
Fried. mush and herrings (two for a cent) 
—the cheapest eats in America, But 
crackers and fish multiplied through the 
hands of the Master was the most perfect 
and delicious picnic lunch ever spread. Was 
not the wine at the wedding the best ever 
tasted? (John 2:10.) When has Heaven 
produced anything that is not perfect? Ask 
the man who has the microscope what 
imperfection he has ever found. Here is 
the point I am driving at: Jesus can take 
eracker-and-herring men and, “breaking 
them,” supply hundreds and thousands. I 
heard a man say, “A million people get 
your notes on the Sunday-school lessons.” 
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Lesson for March 12 


And I am crackers and herring, as every 
intimate knows. 

Mr. Arthur Brisbane wrote: “What 
three-quarters of all the people on earth 
need is a chance to do something worth 
while.” Mr. Jay E. House of the Phila- 
delphia Ledger prints this and then adds, 
“If all the people on earth were confronted 
with a chance to do something worth while 
three-quarters of them wouldn’t recognize 
it [Teaching a Sunday-school class I am 
thinking]; and if they knew how they 
wouldn’t bother to do it [Still thinking 
Sunday-school]. What three-quarters of 
the people on earth want,—not need,. but 
what they want— is to live easily without 
going to much trouble to.do so.. What they 
are thinking about mostly is not doing 
things worth while but how they would 
spend money if they had it.” That is to 
say, crackers and herrings, cheap, ordinary 
stuff-on the counter. “Two for a cent!” 
Don’t we. Sunday-school workers know! 
But let these “two-for-a-centers” get into 
the hands of the Master, and broken, and 
then what do we see! 


Picnic Ice Cream.—And they did all eat, 
and were filled. And they took up twelve 
baskets full of the fragments (vs. 42, 43). 
Full and running over. That is how Heaven 
likes to manage all good things. “Abun- 
dance” and all its relatives in the diction- 
ary is a favorite word in the Bible. There 
is nothing Christian in skimpiness. “A 
mean. Christian” is a contradiction of terms 
(Eph. 3:20). When I was a boy my spe- 
ciality was the annual Sunday-school pic- 
nic. They were called in that day “Cele-; 
brations.” I belonged to the Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Baptist, Episcopal, which were 
all the Sunday-schools in town, and to the 
Rock Run Mission up the creek. The sum- 
mer “Celebration” and the Christmas “En- 
tertainment” is the explanation for my 
Sunday-school catholicity! At the picnic 
the most interesting part of the proceed- 
ings was the ice cream set out, and the 
most absorbing game, how to get in line 
more than once for another plate. It was 
a small plate and not very good ice cream. 
We called it “mortar,” for it looked just 
like the “white coat” of plasterers. “More 
Mort!” we used to yell as we tried to rattle 
the dishers-out. 

When I became a Sunday-school super- 
intendent years afterward I remembered 
the. old pirate days and said, “My picnic 
fun is going to be to stall the youngsters 
on ice cream, and the best ice cream that 
is made.” I have been doing it for years. 
We stuff ’em till they cry for mercy. We 
serve it in cones and they brag about “how 
many cones I had!” At the first sugges- 
tion of an ice cream fill up Her Majesty 
protested, “You'll make ’em sick.” “Sugar 
and good butter fat makes no one sick,” I 
replied. I want my boys and girls when 
they come to manhood and womanhood to 
have big recollections of Sunday-school 
days. That Christianity is a synonym for 
sweetness and abundance. Many are kept 
out of the Kingdom by the “two-for-a-cent” 
of some belongers. Our religion is a 
twelve-baskets-full-over proposition when it 
is real. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
we 


CHRISTIAN ‘YouTH. is. the. Times weekly 
paper for young.peaple. See page 148. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Subject title: Jehovah-jireh — “The Lord 
will provide” (Gen. 22: 14). 
. “The Lord is my keeper.” 
. A King’s dinner party. 
. Feeding on the living Bread. 
. “The milk of the Word.” 
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OW often we read that the Lord Jesus 

did one of his gracious, kind acts 
when he was very tired and needed rest 
and quiet! When he stilled the tempest, 
he was so weary that he had fallen into a 
deep sleep; when he raised Jairus’ daugh- 
ter, it was at the end of a long day in the 
country of the Gadarenes and in Decapolis; 
and when he fed the five thousand, it was 
at the end of another busy day and just 
after he had heard the sad news of the 
murder of John the Baptist. 

Bring out the thought, “He that keep- 
eth thee will not slumber.” He who was 
ever ready to forget himself and help those 
in need, however weary he was, is the 
same today, only now he is never weary. 
Compare Psalm 121:5 and Isaiah 27: 3. 
(Memory verse shows his ability to 
keep!) 

Read the lesson. 

How proud we should all be if we were 
invited to have dinner with a king! Yet 
that is what happened to the people we 
are going to hear about today! This King 
wore no crown and no rich clothes, he had 
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no royal carriage, and his bodyguard was 
a little company of twelve humble work- 
ing men, and yet he was the King of 
kings! He was sad and tired and had 
gone away to rest, but “he could not be 
hid,” and many people followed him. Why? 
Some out of curiosity, because they wanted 
to see him do another great act like mak- 
ing a little girl who had died, alive again; 
some, because their mothers or fathers or 
friends took them; others, because they be- 
lieved he was God’s Son, and wanted to 
hear more about his Kingdom. : 
Why do you come to Sunday-school? 
Is it only because you like to hear the 
stories, or because Mother or Father has 
told you to come; or is it because you 
know the Son of God has saved you, and 
you want to hear more about him? The 
Lord Jesus knew these people were hun- 
gry and needed feeding, and he knows 
your soul is hungry and needs feeding, too. 
He is inviting you today to sit down and 
be fed. No, not with buns and cakes, but 
with the “word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of the Lord.” Where do we find 
this Word? Why, in the Bible, of course. 
It is called “the Word of God.” : 
Just as the disciples carried the food to 

the people, so he has sent us teachers to 
give you “the Word.” Do you like milk? 
How refreshing it is when we are hungry 
and thirsty! Peter speaks of the “milk of 
the word” (1 Pet. 2:2). But supposing 
some of those people had refused to eat 
the food the Lord Jesus had provided? 
“They would have starved, for they were 
far from home,” you say. Yes, and our 
souls will starve if we do not take the food 
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God has provided by reading his Word 
every day. 

Enlarge this point by showing how God 
meets our every need in his Word. Bring 
out in:this lesson Christ’s power, tender- 
riess, and carefulness — no waste (John 6: 
12). “Waste not, want not.” 


Expression Work 


Question the children on what they have 
learned of the character of the Lord Jesus 
from the last. few lessons. - 


York, Ene. 
we 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MateriaAts: A loaf of bread, a 
book, a plant or bouquet, a bottle of 
medicine, a dress, a game. 











W HEN Jesus Christ was on earth, he 
went about ministering to the multi- 
tudes, he fed the hungry, he healed the 
sick, he cast out demons, and he raised 
the dead, — he met every human need. But 
the marvelous thing he did was to die for 
us. Jesus Christ still meets all human 
needs, 

We are his messengers to the multitudes. 
Almost every one of us can take a loaf 
of bread and other food to some one who 
is hungry. You may have a book you 
could loan to a shut-in. Or perhaps there 
is somebody too sick to read, but how they 
would love to just look at this plant! Then 
there’s that old man who has a cough, and 
he needs a bottle of his old stand-by cough 
syrup. Maybe this dress would be a real 
joy to a poor friend. And this game will 
help amuse a little crippled child. See how 
many things you can do for others! 

But never forget, while ministering to 
their physical needs, that the greatest thing 
you can do for them is to lead them to 
accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour and 
Lord. 


Mopesto, CAL. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


_ Almighty power meeting man’s most ordi- 
nary need, for multitudes—as Mark saw 
it? 











F COURSE the young man, Mark, 

may not have been one of those five 
thousand men who were fed by our Lord’s 
almighty power, as they sat at his bidding 
in orderly companies on the green grass, 
at the head of blue Gennesaret, on that 
day of marvels. But again, he may well 
have been one of that “great multitude” — 
he who was so evidently watching every 
move of this Young Man of such match- 
less power—and to one who reads his 
story of it all it is easy to think him an 
eye-witness, telling what he could never 
forget. 

Help your girls to visualize the scene, 
to “see” it through Mark’s young eyes, 
and feel the awe that must have stolen into 
every heant in that tremendous throng of 
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hungry people as their hunger was actually 
satisfied by that hand that continued to 
break more and ever more bread ‘and fish 
from that little lad’s lunch. Ask them 
to think how they would have felt had 
they been there to watch it all, to eat 
that bread and fish as it was brought to 
the “company” in which they sat. (You 
know Matthew tells us there were women 
and children there, beside the five thou- 
sand men.) Would they have wondered 
if it were real bread and fish—could it 
be, all from those five little loaves and 
two small fishes? Would there be enough 
for all that vast multitude? Would the 
supply give out before it could reach you 
— would there be another basketful for 
that next serving disciple? Did you hear 
the words of that blessing as he “looked 
up to heaven” and spoke to the One who 


seemed always so near to him? How quiet | 


and orderly wzs that motley crowd under 
his word of coinmand! How easily and 
simply he accomplished this seemingly im- 
possible task! 

Having been one of that multitude so 
fed, ask your girls what they would have 
said about it all when they got -back to 
their homes. What one thing would have 
impressed them above ali others? What so 
impresses them now, as they read Mark’s 
account of it all? Is it the exhaustless 
supply of food from such a small source? 
Or is it the willingness of this Man of 
divine power to use that power for the 
most ordinary need of man, his daily food? 
Who could so multiply matter from mat- 
ter but its Creator? Who would so use 
such power, for such a throng of common 
people, on such a commonplace occasion 
as only a daily meal? 

Does Jesus care, now, about your daily 
food? Your ordinary affairs? Will he 
use his power for your simple everyday 


need? Really trust him and see; remem- 


ber he ts “the same yesterday, and to day, 
and for ever.” 


Home Study 


Read, now, what Jesus gave up to do 
this deed of lovingkindness (Mark 6: 30- 
32), and what happened when it was all 
over (6: 45-56). 

Decatur, Ga. 

we 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: What are you looking at? 

Discussion: What have the feet and hands 
and other facu'ties to do with helping or 


hindering as to what the eyes shall look 
upon? 


Objective: Fix your eyes upon Jesus. 


SAY fellows, what are you looking at? 
It makes a lot of difference. For one 
thing, we grow like what we look at. 
Looking upon impurity, we become more 
impure. We hang upon the walls of the 
heart the pictures the eyes feast upon. It 
is a well established fact that the great 
increase in youthful criminals has been 
largely caused. by the movies which picture 
hold-ups and killings and treachery and 
all kinds of crimes and vice. As a fellow 
sits in the semi-darkness of a movie theater 
and watches those tragic scenes, he uncon- 
sciously becomes a part of them. What 
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would shock him with a sense of horror 
in his own home, seen upon the screen be- 
comes ‘a matter of course, and a fellow 
goes out from that show nearer to being a 
criminal himself than when he went in. 
Every crime committed, first finds lodg- 
ment in the form of a thought, and God’s 
Word warns that as a man “thinketh in his 
heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7), and that 
out of the heart are the “issues of life” 
(Prov. 4:23). 

Likewise, looking upon the things which 
are pure and lofty helps a fellow to grow 
strong and steadfast in the upper levels of 
human usefulness. Looking upon Jesus 
Christ helps a fellow to grow Christlike. 

But, fellows, there’s another phase of 
this truth strikingly shown in the incident 
of the “Feeding of the 5000.” What you 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith. 
Avthor of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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- Lesson for ‘Maich 12 


look at largely determines whether or not 
you will measure up to either the demands 
of the moment or the big challenge of life. 
Down in your heart you would like to 
measure up, wouldn’t you? 

With that multitude out there in the 
desert and nothing to eat, the situation was 
critical. What should they do? The dis- 
ciples looked at five loaves and two ‘fishes 
and shook: their heads. . The food supply 
was but a crumb for that crowd. There- 
fore the case was hopeless. They said, 
“Send them away.” Instead of looking at 
the crumb they should: have looked at the 
Lord Jesus. There he stood in the midst 
of them with all the power necessary to 
make the crumb a bountiful supply for an 
army. He made them look at him by per- 
forming the miracle. 

Again, fellows, what are you looking at? 
Short funds? upset plans? lack of educa- 
tion? limited health? some disappointment? 
Well, you will shrink more and more as 
you look upon them. Turn your eyes on 
Jesus Christ — keep them there until you 
have caught a vision of his almighty power. 
Then when you look again at those small 
things that discouraged you and made a 
coward of you, you will pick them up and 
bring them to him, and you will say, “Here, 
Lord, is my little self and my little re- 
sources: will you work a miracle?” 

GreEENsBORO, N. C. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how may we thank thee for the abounding 
compassion with which our needs are met in 
thy providence? Thou hast provided for our 
needs before we are aware of them. We thank 
thee that we may move forward along the 
daily path with this assurance. We thank 
thee with grateful hearts for the ministry of 
the Lord Jesus in meeting our human needs, 
and we would not fail in appreciation of these 
daily gifts of his loving ministry. Thou know- 
est that many among us here today have a 
heart hunger for a deeper spiritual life than 
we have yet known. May we turn t@& the 
Lord today with new humility, earnestly seek- 
ing to receive spiritual gifts first of all, and then 
in grateful expectation count upon the fulfill- 
ing of our. material needs: in accordance with 
his treasuries of -blessing.. In his dear name 
we pray. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—An _ experienced 
Christian leader said to'a friend the other 
day when ‘talking about the depression, 
“I have not noticed that there is any short- 
age in Heaven!” How much we need to 
have our eyes lifted from the shortages all 
around us to God’s never-failing bounty in 
accordance with our human needs. . Many 


HIS CompanionsHip 
MY PRIVILEGE 


a trusting Christian is finding that ordinary 
sources of supply no longer exist, but that 
God is not forgetting, and that he is meet- 
ing every need in new ways. The word 
“compassion” in our lesson does not simply 
mean being sorry for some one, but it 
means suffering with the person who is in 
need. What a companionship it is to real- 
ize that “in all their affliction. he was af- 
flicted,” and that he understands what suf- 
fering. means!’ Our Lord does - not’ give 
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just a little less than we need, but more- 


than enough. Shall we not trust him in 
all things to be true to his promises? Let 
us pray. 

w 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for March 12) 


. That all four Gospel writers tell it — 
ey only .one’.of our Lord’s miracles’ so 
marked; that they all four tell it so nearly 
in the same words; that John only adds one 
item, the giver of the five loaves and two 
fishes; that the feeding of the four thousand 
is told with unmistakable distinctness from 
this one of five thousand. 


2. Feeding the multitudes and filling the 
twelve baskets to provide the apostles’ needs 
me 8: 14-21). 

. The multitude sought him for the mate- 
rial’ benefits (John 6: 26) and wanted to make 
him king by -force because they did not un- 
derstand. The apostles’ hearts were hardened, 
and they did not understand (Mark 6: 52; 
8: 17ff). 

4. Andrew “the finder” found the lad who 
had the loaves. Philip “the practical” figured 
how much bread it would take. 

5. Mark’s word that after it was all over 
he went apart “into the mountain to pray.” 

6. See Mark 6:52: “They understood not 
concerning the loaves.” 


7. That which I have, plus the power of 
God. 


8. God’s Word does not always explain the 
mysteries, but shows how to deal with them, 
which is far better. 





Children at Home 


The Vulture’s Nest 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HE. wind swept sky was of a cold blue 

with flocks of fleecy clouds huddled 
here and there. Overhead the wind roared 
hollowly through the tops of the trees, 
but down in the woods where I stood was 
only the sound of the amber brook singing 
among the pebbles. 

Two of us were wandering here and there 
throughout New Jersey trying to break a 
bird record which we had made years be- 
fore. 

Suddenly we heard in the depths of the 
woods a frantic cawing of crows, so fierce 
and prolonged that we were sure that those 
sky-pirates were on the trail of a great 
horned owl or a barred owl. We plunged 
through the woods in a headlong run 
toward the sound, and as we came into a 
clearing, saw a burly, roundheaded bird 
flap through the air, pursued by a pack of 
black hounds of the sky. We recognized 
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A FULL LINE OF 
S. S. LITERATURE 


Following the International Uniform 
Lesson Topics 


Sample or ee on application 


The “Bible | Expositor | 


and Illuminator” 
Is a Quarterly of 160 pages 
It is a regular S. S. Commentary 
640 LARGE SIZE PAGES A YEAR 
Sample lesson on application 
ADDRESS 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 























** Opposite the Grand Central Station” 


MURRAY HILL HOTEL 


Park Ave. 40th to 41st Sts. 
NEW YORK 


A delightful, distinctive hotel appeal- 
ing to conservative people .. . where 
a true personal interest is shown in 
your patronage. 
commodious rooms that 
range from $2 per day. 
Ideally Suited to 
Sunday School Times Readers 








“EASTER CROSS” 
DIME COLLECTOR 


An Effective Cut-Out Design for 
Ten Dime Inlays 
An envelope goes with it, on which 
is a tender comparison of what the 
cross meant to the Saviour and 
to humanity as the inspirational 
pe ooh ving. Size 3 x 4 ins. 
no dog oy Ls per doz. 
(GOODENOUGH, ‘& WodLo 
Dept. 6 296 Sreadway Tee York 


A Whole Year for $1.00 
THE JLLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure ! 
a> Write hee Fooceet Introductory Prices 


nday Sc 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 











In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 





















Standard Evan 


with Thee, 





A Notable New Hymn Book 


98 CHURCH CLASSICS & GOSPEL HYMNS 


gelical Classics—Tested Gospel Hymns—Youn 
Hymns—Solo, Duet and Chorus Selections— Eight new tit 
to American Radio Audiences, hithetto includi 

Touch of a Friendly Hand,” “Amazed,” “God of the Sunrise,” = ee} 
” “Do Not Turn Away From Jesus,” Jesus Satisfies,” 
“God's ihe and other favorites such as 
Cross,” “Lay Your Burden Down at TheCross.” For use in ch’ 
Young People's Meetings and Evangelistic Sesvices. 


One copy, postpaid 15c. 25 or more ot 12c delivery extee,4¢ each in U.S. 


Order from publishers ONWARD PRESS, DeptM 
RICHMOND, VA. or TEXARKANA, ARK.-TEX. 


“ies kage 3 


Old Ru 


MUSIC EDITION 














146 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 




















Here is not only 
approval but action 


Will you please send me six copies of the Times (in its new form) 
to show to prospective ‘‘Get Acquainted’? subscribers, as soon as pos- 
sible?—Ax Ohio reader. * , 

I found Tue Sunpay ScHooLt Times for January 22 (The Mis- 
sionary Number) so helpful and interesting that I would like copies 
enough to give one to each of my Sunday-school teachers. I am pastor 
of five country churches. Please send me, therefore, twenty-five copies 
of the Times, and I will see if I can get some subscriptions for you.— 
A Rhode Island pastor. 

Will you please send mie three free sample copies of THe SuNDary 
ScHOOL Times of any one February issue,—these to be = to our 
Sunday -school teachers not now using the Times. Personally, I find it 
difficult to understand how I have managed to teach without it! —A 
New York teacher. 

I would like to have at least fifty copies of the Times to use in can- 
vassing for new members to our club; the new set up of this finest of all 
papers is splendid and congratulations are in order.—A Pennsylvania 
Club Secretary. 


It was in the confident hope. that there would be d0fh approval and 








- action on the part of the Times family of readers, that the recent im- 


provements in the TIMEs were made. 
That hope has by no means been in vain. 


These letters are typical of the quickened appreciation that readers 
old and new are expressing in hundreds—literally hundreds—of con- 
gratulatory letters. 


And now as 1933 speeds on, —the seventy-fifth or Diamond Jubilee 
year of THE SuNDay ScHoot Times —the Editors and Publishers have 
before them two courses in the management of your improved TIMEs. 


(1) They can tell hoped-for new readers—the ‘‘Not Yet Sub- 
scribers,’’—about the paper by the spending of considerable sums in 
reaching them through various channels of approach, and 


(2) They can say confidently to present readers, ‘‘ Come join us in 
making.the ‘Times known to others with such convincing directness that 
thousands of new readers shall join the Times family now. 

Your concern is chiefly with regard to the second course. 
the surest way to secure an extension of the paper’s usefulness. 

Now then, will you swing your generous approval into equally wel- 
come and generous action —right now? 

You ask, ‘‘What canI do?’’ Well, several thousand of you are 
doing already, and have been doing for a long time a ¢ to help. You 
have been Club Secretaries, thus making the very low club rate available 
to your fellow workers. Could you not add several more to your club? 
Many clubs have anywhere from five to forty or fifty members. In 
Deerfield, New Jersey, a town of about two hundred homes, the Rev. 
H. A. Clark, pastor of the Presbyterian Church has a ctub of 114 mem- 
bers. (The Sunday-school pays for a copy of the Times not only for 
every teacher, but for every family connected with the Sunday-school. 
(Not a bad idea!) 

Thousands of you are not in anyclub. You prefer to take the paper 
independently. But is there any good reason why you should pay more 
than you need to for your Times? Why not arrange a club of at least 
five, thus saving one-fourth of the single subscription rate for four others 
and for yourself? (See page 92 for rates.) The paper goes directly to 
the home addresses of the various members. Will you let your 
approval be shown in action ? 


It is 
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I should like to see what I can do to extend the usefulness of THE SUN- 

DAY SCHOOL TIMES, Please send me. ...... specimen copies for distribution, 
to aid in bib ay . ™Y club of subscribers. j 
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a great horned owl and watched him take 
refuge from his tormentors in a thick 
spruce tree, 

All crows hate and fear the great horned 
owl, and well they may. During the freez- 
ing nights of winter a crow must tuck his 
head under his wing when he sleeps. Other- 
wise he freezes the sensitive flesh around 
his eyes and eventually goes blind. 

Once fast asleep, with his sharp ears and 
eyes muffled and made useless by the pad- 
ding of soft feathers, he falls an easy prey 
to that death-in-the-dark, the great horned 
owl. Moving on muffled, noiseless wings 
from tree to tree, that tiger of the air 
locates a flock of sleeping crows and car- 
ries off one or more of the helpless birds. 
Accordingly, nothing so enrages and in- 
furiates a pack of crows as to hear or see 
a great horned owl by daylight. 

Once in the depths of Seven Mountains 
while we were hunting for the nest of a 
pileated woodpecker, we heard some crows 
cawing in the air far above us. My com- 
panion pulled me down under the spreading 
limbs of a hemlock tree and gave the cav- 
ernous, hollow, “Hoo, hoo-hoo, hoo-hoo,” 
of an owl. So well did ‘he imitate the note 
that I almost thought one of those grim 
birds was hiding in the trée above -nic. 

At the very first sound of that hated 
voice, every crow within hearing gave a 
screaming caw. The sound was taken up 
clear across the sky and almost in a mo- 
ment we could see and hear crows hurry- 
ing from all points of the compass toward 
that hemlock tree. In less than five min- 
utes there must have been several hundred 
crows flying round and round the tree, 
giving a frantic, screaming note which I 
had never heard before and trying desper- 
ately to locate the owl which they so 
dreaded and hated. 

When at last the play had gone long 
enough, we stepped out from beneath the 
overhanging boughs. Instantly there was 
a complete silence and the air was filled 
with a rush and whir of crows hurrying 
away as fast as possible, and in another 
minute there was not one in sight. 

Sometimes, even in broad daylight, when 
they greatly outnumber their foe and can 
watch his every movement, they still take 
a desperate chance. A friend of mine once 
told me of finding a flock of crows: bad- 
gering an owl. Just as he reached the 
place the crows turned and fled, cawing 
desperately as they flew, and out into the 
open came a great horned owl, his eyes 
glaring in the sunlight, with a dead crow 
held firmly gripped in either of his great 
curved talons. 

In fact, I often think that the great 
horned owl is more diurnal in his hunting 
than we suspect and that it is more for 
safety’s sake that he hunts after dark than 
because he shuns the sun, for once in the 
Pine Barrens and again in the Okefinokee 
Swamp, between Georgia and Florida, I 
have seen great horned owls in the middle 
of the day with rabbits in their claws. 

That day, after scoring the owl as a 
rare bird not often met with in our bird 
walks, we retufned across the woods and 
as we came to a mass of thick underbrush, 
there was a sudden scurrying through the 
bushes ahead of us as if some large animal 
had been disturbed, and out: into the open 
flapped the black body of a turkey vulture. 
We were so near that we could easily make 
out the red head and malignant eyes of 
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the grim bird, and realized that she was 
nesting near by. 

For a long time we searched and searched 
without finding what we sought. Once I 
looked down at my feet, and there before 
me were two specimens of the lovely showy 
orchids. Both plants were stout and fleshy 
and hugged the ground close. At their 
base were two large broad, oval leaves, 
_long, thick, smooth, and glossy. Between 
the two glistening leaves grew a cluster 
of white and mauve flowers. The hood of 
the flower was of that soft, purplish’ shade, 
while the lower half showed like a snow 
white tongue. That blending of greens and 
whites and pale purples was indescribably 
appealing to me as I sat down to study 
the exquisite flowers closer. 

My friend cared nothing for botany, and 
while I was admiring the orchid, I heard a 
loud shout from him, and hurrying over 
to him found that he had discovered the 
vulture’s nest beneath the dead trunk of a 
fallen Spanish oak whose branches raised 
it from the ground two or three feet. 


There were two eggs about the size of. 


a turkey’s egg, blotched with black, to- 
bacco brown, and pale gray, lying directly 
on the ground with no semblance of a 
nest, except that there were a couple of 
vulture feathers among the leaves and the 
imprint of the heavy body of the brooding 
bird. 

All about us were thickets of laurel, 
sweet-pepper bush, and white azalea, while 
red-eyed vireos and hooded warblers sang 
in the distance. Then as we stooped down 
to examine the eggs more closely, we heard 
a sharp hiss from above, and looked up to 
see a great dingy black bird with a naked 
red head and malignant eyes regarding us 
from a dead tree not three feet away. When 
we shouted at her, she flapped heavily 
away, only to drop down sullenly from 
mid-sky several times later on and hiss 
threateningly at us from various other trees 
near the eggs. 

Only once before had I seen a vulture’s 
nest. It was down in Virginia, when a 
nesting turkey buzzard rushed out of a 
tangle of green thorn as I went past. My 
friend’s last vulture’s nest had been found 
in a hoilow log between two trees, in one 
of which. a barred owl had nested, while 
in the other a barn owl was raising her 
brood.of.ten white owlets. 

On another occasion in the northern part 
of Pennsylvania, a friend of mine discov- 
ered a raven nesting on one side of a little 
valley and a vulture’s nest in a shallow 
cave en the other, one of the most remark- 
able instances of a Northern and a South- 
ern bird nesting near each other that I 
have ever known. 

Incidentally, I may say that any natural- 
ist who crawls into a hollow log or a 
cave where the mother vulture is brooding 
her eggs takes a desperate chance. He may 
escape with his life, but he is liable to lose 
an entire suit of clothes, for the vulture 
has a unique habit of protecting herself. 
If anyone approaches her too closely, she 
will hiss threateningly, and then suddenly 
disgorge all the carrion which she may 
have eaten over the unwary intruder. 

Two friends of mine while on a collect- 
ing trip, discovered a vulture’s nest in the 
trunk of a vast hollow gum tree. The 
bird refused: te “léavethe nest,- and each 
one, supposing that: the.other knew -noth- 
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ing of her disgusting habit, tried to per- 
suade his friend to crawl in and collect 
the eggs. Finally when neither of them 
would do so, they compromised on a cour- 
ageous citizen of color who happened to 
be plowing in a near-by field.. He also 
knew of the vulture’s evil ways, but was 
willing to take a chance on almost any- 
thing for two dollars. He crawled in and 
brought out the eggs, the which he did 
without any untoward happening whatever. 

No calamity marred our enjoyment of 
our vulture’s nest, and after studying the 
eggs and the mother bird at close range, 
we finally left them both safe and sound 
beneath that Spanish oak, where, I hope, 
in due course of time two little vultures 
were hatched out. 


HAvERForD, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Mar. 19. What Was Jesus’ Estimate of Human 
Life? Can We Live by It? Matt. 18: 1-6; 
16 : 26. , 

Mar. 26. Is it Practical to Live without Worry? 
Matt. 6 : 24-34. 

Apr. 2. Can and Should We Love All Men, 
Even Our Enemies? Matt. 5 : 43-48. (Conse- 
cration meeting.) 

Apr. 9. What Deciding for Christ Means. Matt. 
16 : 24, 25. 





Sunday, March 12 


The Kind of God Jesus Revealed 
(1 John 4:16; John 14: 1-12) 





Mon.—A God of love (John 3: 16). 
Tues.—A God who cares for all (Luke 12: 


4-7). 
Wed.—God is Spirit (John 4 : 19-25). 
Thurs.—God is Father (Matt. 6: 1-4). 
Fri.—God is merciful (Luke 6 : 36). 
Sat.—God is omnipotent (Matt. 19 : 26). 











How do you mostly think of God? 
What kind of God could you NOT believe in? 
How did Jesus reveal God? 


R. SPURGEON was once riding in 

the country. On a farmer’s barn he 
saw a weather vane on the arrow of which 
were inscribed these words: “God is love.” 
He turned in at the gate and asked the 
farmer : 

“What do you mean by that? Do you 
think God’s love is changeable; that it 
veers about as that arrow turns in the 
wind ?” 

“Oh, no!” cried the farmer. “I mean 
that, whichever way the wind blows, God 
still is love.” 

b 4 


Satan has ever sought to cause man to 
misunderstand God. With Eve, his subtlety 
suggested that God was not a loving all- 
providing Creator. Had he not forbidden 
the eating of the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil? Then came 
the bold implication that God was a liar, 
for Satan said, “Ye shall not surely die.” 

To Job, through suffering and loss of 
possessions, came also the temptation to 
doubt God’s love and care. His three 
“comforters”. were ready tools in the hands 
of the Evif- One in his efforts to bring 
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Job to the place where he would curse God 
and die. 

In our Lord’s day, the scribes and Phari- 
sees had so misrepresented God to the peo- 
ple that to them he was a far-off and ter- 
rible person,—a fearful monarch, partial 
it was true to the Jews, but none the less 
awful, and one who must be appeased by 
endless rites and prayers. 


Second only to his great purpose of pur- 
chasing eternal life for man by his death 
on the cross, was the aim of the Lord 
Jesus, during his earthly ministry, to bring 
man back to his lost conception of God. 
Man’s sin had shrouded God in misunder- 
standing and. unbelief. Christ came to show 
us once more what God is like. 


b 4 

It will help us to think of some of the 
means Christ used to reveal God to man. 

Christ used the term “Father” to reveal 
God. Men knew the imperfect, but none 
the less beautiful love that an earthly father 
shows toward his son. Pointing to this 
the Lord Jesus said, “If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Father 
which is in heaven give good things to them 
that ask him?” (Matt. 7: 11.) 


bf 

Even the wise provisions of natural laws 
should reveal God to man. Christ used 
the examples of the lilies, of the grass, and 
of the sparrows to show God’s daily pro- 
vision and watchful care. But he coupled 
with these imperfect reflectors of God’s 
love, the “much more” that characterizes 
God’s love for man (Matt. 6: 28-30 and 
Matt. 10: 29-31). 


But, important as are these object les- 
sons in the love of God, they are but faint 
pictures of the reality. And so Christ used 
another method to bring man to a fuller 
conception of God. 

He used the simple method of demonstra- 
tion.. The disciples had experienced Christ’s 
tender care. They knew his concern for 
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their physical welfare and for their spir- 
itual progress. They had seen his compas- 
sion for the sick and suffering, ahd his 
yearning for the downtrodden and op- 
pressed. They saw his power over the ele- 
ments and over death itself. 

And so the Lord Jesus says to the puz- 
zled Philip in our lesson, — and to all who 
read it today,—“He that hath seen me 
hath seen the Father. . . . I am in the 
Father and the Father in me.” In other 
words, he said, “Look at me. God is like 
I am,” —not in physical form, of course, 
but in character and disposition. 

Do we want to have a true conception 
of God today? The way is just as simple 
and plain as it was to the disciples, +- look 
at Christ, as portrayed in the Word.’ There 
is our true, unblemished portrait of God, 
for in him (Christ) dwelleth “all the ful- 
ness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). 
No matter what may be gur personal opin- 
ion or conception of God, if it does not 
check up with God’s Word it is not trust- 
worthy. 

ye 


We must not lose sight of the fact that 
some would have us think that the God of 
the Old Testament is not the God of the 
New. They tell us that a God of love 
could never bring judgment on individuals 
or nations, such as the Old Testament pic- 
tures, But a God of love must also be a 
God of holiness and justice. He is not 
willing that any should perish. But when 
sinful man deliberately chooses evil and 
turns his back on God, a loving God must 
deal with sin, lest it cause the whole race 
to perish. 

Let us learn from the Word, then, to see 
God’s love even in his judgments and chas- 
tenings. “Whichever way the wind blows, 
God is love.” 

PHILADELPHIA, 

ve 


Over Five Thousand 
Personal Interviews 


i VIEW of the imminent coming of 
our Lord and the urgent need for im- 
mediate. action in Christian work, a seri- 
ous question arises in the minds of many 
contemplating full time service regarding 
the advisability of delaying their ministry 
long enough for seminary preparation. 
They reason, “The fields . . . are white 
already to harvest,” and we cannot afford 
to lose the present golden opportunities, 
implying in their thoughts that the years 
of training are practically void of fruitful 
Christian work. 

A clipping from a November issue of 
the Morning News of Dallas, Tex., shows 
that so far as the students at the Evan- 
gelical Theological College are concerned 
their three years of seminary training are 
also years of active ministry to the spir- 
itual needs of the community. While they 
are being prepared for a greater service 
in the future, they are far from unmindful 
of the present need and are making every 
effort to meet it. The newspaper account 
is as follows: 


“Forty students from the Evangelical 
Theological College held ninety-five Gospel 
meetings in fifteen cities and towns the 
week ending Mofiday. Exclusive of peo- 
ple reached in a jail service, hospital visi- 
tation, 4nd two radi® broadcasts, these men 
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spoke to 5,530 people, traveling 1,910 miles 
to do so. The messages were preached in 
churches of seven denominations and sev- 
eral independent groups. 

“Ellwood Evans with Paul Morimoto 
and Ezra Shank made a 700 mile trip to 
West Texas, preaching twelve sermons. 
Charles Nash made a 500 mile trip to Gid- 
dings and LaGrange. 

“Tom Van Puffelen spoke to 2,200 high 
school students in Fort Worth. 

“Of the ninety-five meetings, forty-nine 
were preaching services, twenty-three Sun- 
day-school classes, nine young people’s 
societies, six fire station Bible classes, and 
the remainder open-air meetings, ladies’ 
auxiliaries, aud Bible classes for Negroes. 

“These figures represent the Christian 
activities of about two-thirds of the sev- 
enty-four men composing the student body.” 


Dow’t you want a handy binder in which 
to keep your copies of THe SunpDay 
Scuoot Times? Send in four Get Ac- 
quainted subscriptions (25 cents, each, for 
10 weeks) and the binder is yours (price 
of the binder, $1). 


- 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


March 6 to 12 


Mon.—Mark 6 : 1-13. The Twelve Sent Forth. 
Prayer SuGGESTIONS: The occasion of 
the sending forth of the Twelve was his 
second rejection at Nazareth. Here is the 
answer of God to the hostility of man. 


Grace abounding outrivals sin’s abounding.. 


Pray for @ world-wide revival of Bible 
study, 


Tues.—Mark 6 : 14-29, Death of John the Baptist. 

Prayer Succestions: The death of John 
the Baptist turned attention to Christ. Note 
how mere intellectual and emotional con- 
ceptions of the Lord Jesus fall far short 
of the truth, How much we owe to God 
for the grace of God that reveals the Son 
of God! John’s death was made trium- 
phant by the word ofthe Lord (see Matt. 

1:2-6). Pray for a greater interest in 
private, devotional study of the Word of 
God. 


Wed.—Mark 6 : 30-44. 
Feeding the Five Thousand. 
Prayer Succestions: The feeding of 
the multitude was the answer of grace to 
Herod’s sin. Our Lord inaugurated a spir- 
itual advance through redeemed, conse- 
crated personalities. The wondrous posi- 
tion of the Twelve speaks of that occupied 
by all believers. Let us appreciate better 
the receiving and disbursing of the heavenly 
bread committed to us. Pray for a greater 
attention to the ministry of feeding souls 
for God. 
Thurs.—Mark 6 : 45-52. Reassuring the Disciples. 
Prayer SuGcestions: Assurance and re- 
assurance for the child of God is found 
only in the Word of God. How it quiets 
and satisfies the troubled heart!* It com- 
forts in, as well as explains, affliction. If 
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we receive the Word of God we will not 
despair. Pray for a definite revival of 
Bible study in classes and other groups: 


Fri.—Mark 6 : 53-56. Many Persons Healed. 
Prayer Succestions: The Lord Jesus 
did many signs among the people, but yet 
for all that they believed not on him (John 
12: 34-37). The loving heart of our Lord 
led him to relieve many who did not be- 
lieve. It is possible for men to receive 
blessings from Christ, and yet for all that, 
not receive him as Saviour. Where nature’s 
gifts are most numerous, human nature. is 
usually at its worst. Pray for.a deeper - 
personal appreciation of Christ personally. 


Sat.—Philippians 2 : 1-11. 
Jesus the Humble Servant. 
Prayer Suacestions: Hudson Taylor 
used to say that “Christ emptied himself 
—of only what was good—in order to 
deal with empty people.” Should not we 
be very humble because he so humbled 
himself? Pray for a deeper appreciation 
of the grace of God in your own salvation. 
Seek to realize the mercy that lifted you 
out from under universal condemnation, 


Sun.—Isaiah 35 : 1-10. 
Ministering to the Nations. 
Prayer SuGGEstTions: There is a vast 
difference between the blessing Christ gives 
the nations now and that which he. shall 
give them later in his coming Kingdom. 
When the Son of Righteousness arises (as 
he surely will) earth’s fairest day will 
become an actuality. Pray for the comple- 
tion of the Body of Christ. Join in the 
last prayer of the Bible: “Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus.” 
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